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,O� WHPD� VYLOXSSDWR� QHO� SUHVHQWH� LQWHUYHQWR� q� LO� UDSSRUWR� WUD� QDUUD]LR-
QH�H��UL�FRVWUX]LRQH�VWRULFD��6L�SUHQGHUj�LQ�HVDPH�O¶DFFH]LRQH�GL�QDUUDWLYD�
FRUUHQWHPHQWH�XWLOL]]DWD�QHO�PRQGR�VWRULRJUD¿FR�IDFHQGROD�GLDORJDUH�FRQ�
LO� SDUDGLJPD�GHL�global middle ages�� HVSUHVVLRQH� FRQLDWD� QHO� �����GDOOH�
VWRULFKH�&DWKHULQH�+ROPHV�H�1DRPL�6WDQGHQ��3HU�PHJOLR�PHWWHUH�LQ�ULVDOWR�
WDOL�GLQDPLFKH�XQ�FDVR�GL�VWXGLR�VDUj�R൵HUWR�GDOOD�YLFHQGD�GL�)HGHULFR�,,��
FRQ�SDUWLFRODUH�HQIDVL�DOOD�FRVWUX]LRQH�ELRJUD¿FD�H�GHL�PLWL�QHO�UDSSRUWR�FRQ�
OH�FXOWXUH�DOWUH��,O�¿QH�VDUj�GL�VXSHUDUH�OH�GXH�WUDGL]LRQDOL�PDFUR�LQWHUSUH-
WD]LRQL�GHOO¶LGHD�GL�0HGLRHYR��DQDOL]]DWH�GD�7RPPDVR�GL�&DUSHJQD�)DOFR-
QLHUL�H�'DYLG�0DWWKHZV��0HGLRHYR�DUUHWUDWR�UHJQR�GL�RVFXULWj�H�0HGLRHYR�
YDJKHJJLDWR�FRPH�OXFH�GHO�PDWWLQR��DOO¶RULJLQH�GL�PROWH�LGHQWLWj�SROLWLFKH�
FRQWHPSRUDQHH�±�QRQ�XOWLPD�TXHOOD�GHOO¶8QLRQH�(XURSHD�

The topic we intend to develop in this essay is the relationship between 

QDUUDWLRQ� DQG� KLVWRULFDO� �UH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��:H�ZLOO� H[DPLQH� WKH�PHDQLQJ�
behind the current concept of narrative in historiography, with a dialecti-

cal approach towards the paradigm of JOREDO�0LGGOH�$JHV, an expression 

¿UVWO\�XVHG�E\�KLVWRULDQV�&DWKHULQH�+ROPHV�DQG�1DRPL�6WDQGHQ�LQ�������7R�
perform an in depth analysis of the abovementioned relationship, we will 

XVH�DV�D�FDVH�VWXG\�WKH�¿JXUH�RI�)UHGHULFN�,,��$�VLJQL¿FDQW�HPSKDVLV�ZLOO�EH�
put on the biographical construction and myths, especially in the relation-

ship with other cultures. The aim of our essay is to provide a framework 

within it would be easier to overcome the two traditional macro interpre-

tations of Middle Ages, studied by Tommaso di Carpegna Falconieri and 

David Matthews: Middle Ages as a backward reign of darkness and Middle 

Ages as the morning light, at the origin of many contemporary political 

identities – not least that of the European Union�
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,O� WHPD�FKH�VL� LQWHQGH�VYLOXSSDUH�q� LO� UDSSRUWR� WUD�QDUUD]LRQH�H�
�UL�FRVWUX]LRQH�VWRULFD��6L�SUHQGH�LQ�HVDPH�O¶DFFH]LRQH�GL�narrativa 
FRUUHQWHPHQWH� XWLOL]]DWD� QHO�PRQGR� VWRULRJUD¿FR� IDFHQGROD� GLDOR-
JDUH�FRQ�LO�SDUDGLJPD�GHL�global middle ages��HVSUHVVLRQH�FRQLDWD�
QHO������GDOOH� VWRULFKH�&DWKHULQH�+ROPHV�H�1DRPL�6WDQGHQ� LQ�XQ�
VXSSOHPHQWR� GHOOD� ULYLVWD�Past & Present

1��8Q� FDVR� GL� VWXGLR� SHU�
PHJOLR�PHWWHUH� LQ� ULVDOWR� WDOL�GLQDPLFKH�q�R൵HUWR�GDOOD�YLFHQGD�GL�
)HGHULFR� ,,�� 3DUWLFRODUH� HQIDVL� YLHQH� GDWD� DOOD� FRVWUX]LRQH� ELRJUD-
¿FD�H�GL�DOFXQL�PLWL�FKH�OR�OHJDQR�D�FXOWXUH�altre��QHOO¶RWWLFD�GL�XQ�
VXSHUDPHQWR�GHOOH�GXH� WUDGL]LRQDOL�PDFUR� LQWHUSUHWD]LRQL�GHOO¶LGHD�
GL�0HGLRHYR�� VRWWROLQHDWH� GD�7RPPDVR� GL�&DUSHJQD� )DOFRQLHUL2 e 
'DYLG�0DWWKHZV3��0HGLRHYR�UDSSUHVHQWDWR�FRPH�WHPSR�GL�VSLHWDWL�
ERLD�H�LQTXLVLWRUL�LQIHUYRUDWL��R�0HGLRHYR�YDJKHJJLDWR�FRPH�OXFH�GHO�
PDWWLQR��DOO¶RULJLQH�GL�PROWH�LGHQWLWj�SROLWLFKH�FRQWHPSRUDQHH��QRQ�
XOWLPD�TXHOOD�GHOO¶8QLRQH�(XURSHD�

Narrazione e global history

1HO������VXOOD�ULYLVWD�EULWDQQLFD�Past and Present�/DZUHQFH�6WR-
QH� DQQXQFLDYD� LO� ULWRUQR�� GRSR�XQD�SDUHQWHVL� OXQJD�PH]]R� VHFROR��
GHOOD�GLPHQVLRQH�QDUUDWLYD�QHL�WHVWL�VWRULFL��LQ�SDUWLFRODUH�QHL�ODYRUL�
GL�1DWDOLH�=HPRQ�'DYLV�H�&DUOR�*LQ]EXUJ��

Historians have always told stories. From Thucydides and Tacitus 

to Gibbon and Macaulay the composition of narrative in lively and 

elegant prose was always accounted their ambition. History was re-

JDUGHG�DV�EUDQFK�RI�UKHWRULF��)RU�WKH�ODVW�¿IW\�\HDUV��KRZHYHU��WKLV�
story-telling function has fallen into ill repute among those who have 

regarded themselves as in the vanguard of the profession, the practi-

1� �&��+ROPHV��1�� 6WDQGHQ�� Introduction: Towards a Global Middle Ages�� LQ�
³3DVW�	�3UHVHQW´�������������SS�������

2� �7��GL�&DUSHJQD�)DOFRQLHUL��Medioevo Militante. La politica di oggi alle prese 

con barbari e crociati��(LQDXGL��7RULQR������
3� �'��0DWWKHZV��Medievalism. A critical history��'�6��%UHZHU��&DPEULGJH������
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tioners of the so-called new history of the post World-War era. In 

France story-telling was dismissed as “l’histoire événementielle”.
4

 
6H�GD�XQ�ODWR�OD�SXEEOLFD]LRQH�GHOO¶DUWLFROR�SXz�DSSDULUH�WHVWLPR-

QLDQ]D�GL�XQD�WHQGHQ]D�FKH�DQGDYD�HVDXUHQGRVL�SL��FKH�XQ¶DQWLFLSD-
]LRQH�GHOO¶HYROX]LRQH�GHOOH� SXEEOLFD]LRQL� LQ� FDPSR� VWRULRJUD¿FR5��
HVVD�YLHQH�FRPXQHPHQWH�ULWHQXWD�IRQGDPHQWDOH�QHO�SURFHVVR�GL�ULFR-
QRVFLPHQWR�GHOO¶LPSRUWDQ]D�GHOOD�QDUUD]LRQH�QHOOD�UHGD]LRQH�GL�XQ�
WHVWR�GL�FDUDWWHUH�VWRULRJUD¿FR��

2UPDL�WUHQW¶DQQL�GRSR��OD�PRGHUQLVWD�VWDWXQLWHQVH�/\QQ�+XQW�GL-
IHQGH� LO� FDUDWWHUH� QDUUDWLYR� GHOOD� VWRULD�� ULOHYDQGR� FRPH� OD�global 

history� SRVVD� VHJQDUH� XQ� ULWRUQR� GHFLVR� DOOH� JUDQGL� GRPDQGH� VWR-
ULRJUD¿FKH��GRSR�XQD�SDUHQWHVL�GL�GHFHQQL�LQ�FXL�VL�q�DVVLVWLWR�D�XQ�
SURJUHVVLYR�GHFOLQR�GHL�TXDWWUR�DSSURFFL�SUHYDOHQWL��GD�OHL�LQGLYLGXD-
WL�QHO�PDU[LVP��XQL¿HG�PRGHUQLVDWLRQ�DSSURDFK��$QQDOHV�³VFKRRO´�
and single party platform for identity politics

6��,QYHFH�GHO�ORFDOH�H�
GHO�PLFUR�VWRULFR�VL�VRWWROLQHD�O¶LPSRUWDQ]D�GHO�WUDQVQD]LRQDOH�H�GL�
VYLOXSSL�PDFUR�VWRULFL7��,O�¿QH�GHOOR�VWRULFR�q�GL�IDU�FRPSUHQGHUH�LO�
QRVWUR� SRVWR� LQ� XQ�PRQGR� VHPSUH� SL�� LQWHUFRQQHVVR�� FRQVFLR� FKH�
QDUUD]LRQH�� VSLHJD]LRQH�FDXVDOH�H� UHWRULFD� VL�PXRYRQR�VXJOL� VWHVVL�
ELQDUL��

4� �/��6WRQH��7KH�5HYLYDO�RI�1DUUDWLYH��5HÀHFWLRQV�RQ�D�QHZ�ROG�VWRU\��LQ�³3DVW�
	�3UHVHQW´������������SS�������

5� �*��5REHUWV��D�FXUD���The history and narrative reader��5RXWOHGJH��/RQGRQ�
�����

6� �/��+XQW��Writing History in the Global Era��:�:��1RUWRQ�	�&R���/RQGRQ�
�����

7� �*�3��5RPDJQDQL��6WRULD�GHOOD� VWRULRJUD¿D��GDOO¶DQWLFKLWj�D�RJJL��&DURFFL��
5RPD�������S�������Global history interessata soprattutto alla dimensione planeta-

ria della storia superando anche il concetto di civiltà e assumendo piuttosto come 

RJJHWWR�GL�VWXGLR�IHQRPHQL�JOREDOL�TXDOL�L�FRPPHUFL�D�OXQJD�GLVWDQ]D�OD�GLৼXVLRQH�
di innovazioni tecnologiche la circolazione delle idee e delle religioni le epidemie e 

le migrazioni. La dimensione non è più quella dello stato nazione ma spazi transna-

]LRQDOL�LQ�FRQWLQXR�PRYLPHQWR��UHJLRQL�GH¿QLWH�H�SURGRWWH�GDOO¶LQWHUD]LRQH�H�GDOOR�
VFDPELR�H�QRQ�GDL�FRQ¿QL�SROLWLFL�R�QDWXUDOL�
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In fact, every causal explanation implies a narrative and every nar-

rative implies causal explanation. In a study of the way people un-

derstand narrative texts, the experimental psychologists Arthur C. 

Graesser, Murray Singer, and Tom Trabasso concluded that making 

sense of narrative rested on three elements: the reader’s goals, the 

need for coherence, and the development of plausible explanations 

for actions and events. In short, a narrative cannot be understood 

unless the reader is able to envisage causal explanation, however 

explicit or naive. Moreover, narrative comprehension, because it 

GHSHQGV�RQ� WKH�UHDGHU¶V�JRDOV�DQG� WKH� LPSXOVH� WR�¿QG�FRKHUHQFH��
necessarily has a teleological element�8 
 
/D�SRVL]LRQH�GL�+XQW�q�FKLDUDPHQWH�LQÀXHQ]DWD�SL��GD�3DXO�5L-

FRHXU�H�'DYLG�&DUU��DEERQGDQWHPHQWH�FLWDWL�QHO�WHVWR��FKH�GDL�PRO-
WL� FULWLFL� GL� XQD� VL൵DWWD� DVVRFLD]LRQH� WUD� VWRULD� H� QDUUD]LRQH��5HVWD�
FRPXQTXH�YHUR�FKH�O¶DVVRFLD]LRQH�QDUUD]LRQH�VWRULD�q�LPSUHVVD�JLj�
QHOO¶XVR�GHO�WHUPLQH�¿Q�GDOOH�VXH�RULJLQL��,Q�LWDOLDQR�LO�WHUPLQH�isto-

ria��GL൵XVR�¿Q�GDO�'XHFHQWR�H�FKH�SUHYDOH�¿QR�DO�6HLFHQWR��PD�DQFKH�
LO�SL��PRGHUQR�storia��DFTXLVWD�XQ�GRSSLR�VLJQL¿FDWR��GL�QDUUD]LRQH�
VLVWHPDWLFD�GL�IDWWL�PHPRUDELOL��PD�DQFKH�GL�IDWWR�YHUR�H�PHPRUDELOH��
YHUR�GRFXPHQWDELOH��R�GL�UDFFRQWR�LQYHQWDWR��IDFFHQGD��1H�FRQVHJXH�
FKH�YL�VRQR�TXHOOL�FKH�LQVLVWRQR�SL��VXO�SULPR�VLJQL¿FDWR��FRQFHGHQ-

8� �/��+XQW��op. cit.��S�������,O�OHJDPH�FRQ�OD�new rethoric��DQFKH�VH�QRQ�FLWDWR��
VHPEUD�HYLGHQWH��ODGGRYH�TXHVWD�SUHVXSSRQH�XQ�XGLWRULR�FRHUHQWH�SHU�HVVHUH�H൶FD-
FH�H�XJXDOPHQWH�XQ¶DQDOLVL�FKH�VL�PXRYD�VX�XQ�WULSOLFH�SLDQR��OD�VLWXD]LRQH�UHWRULFD��
O¶LQWHQ]LRQH� UHWRULFD� H� LO� ULVXOWDWR�¿QDOH��$��/RSH]�(LUH��Esencia y obiecto de la 

retórica��(G��8QLYHUVLGDG�6DODPDQFD��6DODPDQFD�������S�����El discurso retórico 

es, pues, un texto oral coherente y à la vez un acto de habla funcional, operativo y 

provisto de fuerza ilocucionaria, que, como todo acto, puede ser descrito tenien-

do en cuenta las condiciones de toda acción de la cual es resultado, a saber: los 

SUHVXSXHVWRV� GH� OD� DFFLyQ� R� LQWHUDFFLyQ� �OD� VLWXDFLyQ� UHWyULFD��� OD� LQWHQFLyQ� GHO�
HMHFXWDQWH��OD�LQWHQFLyQ��YROXQWDV�R�ER~OHVLV��GHO�RUDGRU�TXH�GHFLGH�LQWHUYHQLU�SDUD�
PRGL¿FDU�OD�VLWXDFLyQ�PHGLDQWH�OD�SHUVXDVLyQ�GH�TXLHQHV�SXHGHQ�FDPELDUOD��\�HO�
UHVXOWDGR�¿QDO��HO�HVWDGR�TXH�VH�VLJXH�GH�OD�SHUVXDVLyQ�GH�ORV�R\HQWHV���4XHVWR�ID�
Vu�FKH�OD�QDUUD]LRQH�GHEED�HVVHUH�VHPSUH�YDOXWDWD�LQ�XQ�FRQWHVWR�GL�SDUWHQ]D�H�XQR�
GL�DUULYR�
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GR�ODUJR�VSD]LR�DQFKH�DOOD�VWRULRJUD¿D�H�DOOD�VXD�VWRULD9��H�TXHOOL�FKH�
WHQWDQR�LQYHFH�GL�DFFRVWDUH�VHPSUH�GL�SL��OD�VWRULD�DOO¶DPELWR�GHOOD�
VFLHQ]D�H�GHOOH�VXH�FHUWH]]H��

,O�FRQFHWWR�GL�VWRULD�QDUUDWLYD��LQ�XQ¶RWWLFD�VWRULRJUD¿FD��q�SHU�OR�
SL��OHJDWR�GD�XQ�ODWR�DOOD�SUHGLOH]LRQH�SHU�TXHVWD�PRGDOLWj�DUJRPHQ-
WDWLYD�GHL�YDUL�&ROOLQJZRRG��'HZH\��7UHYHOH\DQ�H�&URFH��GDOO¶DOWUR�
lato ai teorici del linguistic turn��SL��OHJDWL�DOOD�¿ORVR¿D�DQDOLWLFD��6H�
L�SULPL�VL�OLPLWDQR�D�VRVWHQHUH�FKH�OR�VWRULFR�LQ�TXDQWR�VFULWWRUH�GHYH�
DYHUH�OD�FDSDFLWj�GL�HPR]LRQDUVL��HPR]LRQDUH��LQYHQWDUH�LSRWHVL�H�FR-
VWUXLUH�LQWUHFFL��L�VHFRQGL�PHWWRQR�O¶DFFHQWR�VXOOD�VWUXWWXUD�QDUUDWLYD�
SURSULD�GHO�GLVFRUVR�VWRULFR��D�SDUWLUH�GDO�VDJJLR�GL�$UWKXU�'DQWR10��
3DXO�9H\QH��FULWLFR�VLD�GHL�SULPL�FKH�GHL�VHFRQGL��FRQVLGHUDQGR� OD�
VWRULD�QLHQW¶DOWUR�FKH�XQ�JHQHUH�OHWWHUDULR��un romanzo vero

11��VRWWR-
OLQHD�O¶LPSRUWDQ]D�GHOOD�VFHOWD�GHOOR�VWRULFR�QHOOD�GHOLPLWD]LRQH�GHO�
FDPSR�GL�DQDOLVL12��/R�VWRULFR�VFHJOLH�LO�WDJOLR�GHOOD�VXD�UDSSUHVHQWD-
]LRQH�GL�SHULRGL�HG�HYHQWL��IDFHQGR�GL�YROWD�LQ�YROWD�VWRULD�SROLWLFD��
HUXGL]LRQH�� ELRJUD¿D�� HWQRORJLD�� VWRULD�QDWXUDOH��4XHVWD�SRVVLELOLWj�
q�JDUDQWLWD�GDOOD�FRQVWDWD]LRQH�FKH�poiché tutto è storico, la storia 

sarà ciò che noi sceglieremo
13��7DOL�D൵HUPD]LRQL�QRQ�SRVVRQR�WXWWD-

YLD�HVVHUH�DVVLPLODWH�D�XQD�FRQGDQQD�GHOOD�VWRULD�LQ�TXDQWR�DUELWUDULD��
OD�VFHOWD�GHOOR�VWRULFR�KD�Vu�XQ�HOHPHQWR�GL�VRJJHWWLYLWj��PD�PDL�GL�DU-

9� �*�3��5RPDJQDQL��op. cit.�� S�����A lungo si è teso a negare la soggettività 

dello storico, che invece esiste ed è ineliminabile, mirando ad un irraggiungibile 

RELHWWLYLWj�R�QHXWUDOLWj��VSHVVR�DPPDQWDWD�GL�DVHWWLFD�VFLHQWL¿FLWj��,Q�UHDOWj�LO�VROR�
PRGR�SHU�GDUH�IRQGDPHQWR�VFLHQWL¿FR�D�XQD�GLVFLSOLQD�HPLQHQWHPHQWH�VRJJHWWLYD��
ma non priva di regole, è la sua consapevole storicizzazione e contestualizzazione. 

/D�VWRULD��H�DQFRU�GL�SL��OD�VWRULRJUD¿D��q�SXU�VHPSUH�OD�³GLVFLSOLQD�GHO�FRQWHVWR´�
10� �$�&��'DQWR��)LORVR¿D�DQDOLWLFD�GHOOD�VWRULD��LO�0XOLQR��%RORJQD������
11� �3��9H\QH��Come si scrive la storia: saggio di epistemologia��/DWHU]D��5R-

PD�%DUL�������S����
12� �+XQW�VROOHYD�EHQH�LO�SUREOHPD�VSLHJDQGR�LO�GL൵HUHQWH�DSSURFFLR�DO�FDPSR�

GL�DQDOLVL�H�DOOD�PRGDOLWj�GL�FRVWUX]LRQH�GHO�GLVFRUVR�D�VHFRQGD�FKH�OR�VFRSR�GHOOD�
ULFHUFD�VLD��SHU�HVHPSLR��GLPRVWUDUH�FRPH�q�DFFDGXWD�OD�5LYROX]LRQH�LQGXVWULDOH�LQ�
,QJKLOWHUUD�R�LGHQWL¿FDUH��LQYHFH��L�PRWLYL�SHU�LO�TXDOH�HVVD�VLD�DYYHQXWD�SURSULR�Ou�H�
QRQ�LQ�XQ�DOWUR�SDHVH�R�FRQWLQHQWH��

13� �3��9H\QH��op. cit.��S�����
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ELWULR��9H\QH��FRVu�FRPH�DQFKH�0�&��/HPRQ��VRWWROLQHD�GD�XQ�ODWR�LO�
OHJDPH�FRQ�IDWWL�YHUL�H�GDOO¶DOWUR�ODWR�O¶DWWHVD�GL�YHULWj�GHO�OHWWRUH�FKH�
OHJJH�XQ�WHVWR�VWRULFR��DQFKH�TXDQGR�HVSUHVVR�LQ�IRUPD�QDUUDWLYD14��

6L� LQWUDYHGRQR�TXLQGL�JLj� LQ�TXHVWL�SRFKL�DXWRUL�GH¿QL]LRQL�GL-
YHUVH�GL�QDUUD]LRQH��/DZUHQFH�6WRQH�QH�Gj�XQD�GH¿QL]LRQH�VQHOOD��
FHQWUDWD�VXOO¶RSSRVL]LRQH�DOOD�VWRULD�VWUXWWXUDOLVWD��LO�FXL�FDSRVWLSLWH�
SXz�HVVHUH�YLVWR�LQ�/H�5R\�/DGXULH�

Narrative is taken to mean the organisation of materials in a chro-

nologically sequential order and the focusing of the content into a 

single coherent story, albeit with subplots. The two essential ways in 

ZKLFK�QDUUDWLYH�KLVWRU\�GLৼHUV�IURP�VWUXFWXUDO�KLVWRU\�LV�WKDW�LWV�DU-
rangements is descriptive rather than analytical and that its central 

focus is on man not circumstances. Is therefore deals with the parti-

FXODU�DQG�VSHFL¿F�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�DQG�VWDWLVWLFDO��1DUUDWL-
YH�LV�D�PRGH�RI�KLVWRULFDO�ZULWLQJ��EXW�LW�LV�D�PRGH�ZKLFK�DOVR�DৼHFWV�
DQG�LV�DৼHFWHG�E\�WKH�FRQWHQW�DQG�WKH�PHWKRG�15

 
/D�QDUUD]LRQH�SXz�SHUz�HVVHUH�LQWHVD�FRPH�XQD�SL��JHQHUDOH�PR-

GDOLWj� HVSRVLWLYD� FDUDWWHUL]]DWD� GDOOD� FHQWUDOLWj� GHOO¶emplotment
16��

QRQ� QHFHVVDULDPHQWH� HVSRVWR� LQ�PDQLHUD� FURQRORJLFD�� 6HFRQGR� OD�
VLPLOLWXGLQH�GL�1DQF\�)��3DUWQHU�OD�QDUUD]LRQH�SXz�HVVHUH�YLVWD�FRPH�
XQ�VLVWHPD�tick-tock��LQ�FXL�LO�tick�FRUULVSRQGH�D�RULJLQL��FDXVH��IDWWRUL�
SUHJUHVVL�H�LO�tock�D�ULVXOWDWL��H൵HWWL��VLJQL¿FDWL�ULFRVWUXLWL��,Q�PH]]R��
OD�WUDPD�FRQVHQWH�GL�LGHQWL¿FDUH�PDQLIHVWD]LRQL��VLQWRPL��FDUDWWHUL-
VWLFKH�H�FDPELDPHQWL��6X�GL�HVVD�DJLVFH�OR�VWRULFR��VLD�HJOL�PLOLWDUH�R�
HFRQRPLFR��FKH��FRPH�LO�OHWWHUDWR��GHYH�WURYDUH�XQ�LQL]LR��QHFHVVDULR�
SHU� VYLOXSSDUH� FHUWH� LQGX]LRQL�� H� XQD� ¿QH� FKH� VLD� FRHUHQWH� FRQ� LO�
SURFHVVR��/D�GHWHUPLQD]LRQH�GHO�FDPSR�VWRULFR�H�OH�FDUDWWHULVWLFKH�
GL�LQWHOOLJLELOLWj��VHTXHQ]D�RUGLQDWD��VHQVR�GL�VYROJLPHQWR�VRQR�HOH-

14� �*��5REHUWV��D�FXUD���op. cit���S������
15� �/��6WRQH��op. cit���S����
16  +��:KLWH��(��7RUWDUROR��D�FXUD���Forme di storia: dalla realtà alla narrazio-

ne��&DURFFL��5RPD������
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PHQWL�FKLDUDPHQWH�QDUUDWRORJLFL17��/D�GLVWLQ]LRQH�WUD�OD�VWRULD�LQWHVD�
FRPH�QDUUD]LRQH�H�TXHOOD�LQWHVD�FRPH�GHVFUL]LRQH��GLIHVD�WUD�JOL�DO-
WUL�GD�)UDQoRLV�)XUHW��q�FRQVHTXHQ]LDOH��XQD�GHVFUL]LRQH�QRQ�q�XQD�
QDUUD]LRQH��SRLFKp�VROR�LO�QDUUDUH�KD�D�FKH�IDUH�FRQ�XQD�SURSRVWD��XQ�
SURJHWWR��¿OR�QHFHVVDULR�SHU�WHVVHUH�OD�WUDPD��3DUDIUDVDQGR�'DYLGH�
%RQGu�VL�SRWUHEEH�GLUH�FKH�la descrizione di un singolo evento non è 

PDL�FRLQFLVD�FRQ�DOFXQD�IRUPD�GL�VWRULRJUD¿D��,O�UHDOLVPR�VWRULFR�KD�
D�FKH�IDUH�FRQ�LO�VLJQL¿FDWR�DWWULEXLWR�DG�DOPHQR�GXH�HYHQWL��ULFKLHGH�
cioè un giudizio di qualche tipo tra giudizi esistenziali

18��
�/\QQ�+XQW�VHPEUD�FRQGLYLGHUH�TXHVW¶XOWLPR�DSSURFFLR��FRQQR-

WDWR�DQFKH�GDOO¶DGHVLRQH�DOOD�psychological narrativity thesis
19��FLRq�

O¶DVVXQWR�FKH�JOL�XRPLQL�QHFHVVLWDQR�GL�QDUUD]LRQH�

Storytelling is an essential feature of human development. Narrative 

organizes individual memory, the sense of self, and even the indivi-

dual notion of reality. Paradigms are problematic because by their 

nature they focus on only part of the picture, but they are also neces-

sary, if not simply inevitable. Overarching stories, whether centered 

on a group, a nation, or the entire world, are crucial to the exercise 

of political and cultural power, which is why Western social scien-

tists are so good at producing paradigm. It is an aspect of Western 

political and cultural hegemony to control the paradigms. For those 

who want to resist the power of a dominant group or nation, it is not 

enough to reject such stories altogether; an alternative narrative is 

essential.
20

17  1�)��3DUWQHU��Making Up lost times��LQ�³6SHFXOXP´������������SS���������
18  '��%RQGu��/D� VYROWD� OLQJXLVWLFD� LQ� ¿ORVR¿D� GHOOD� VWRULD�� /RXLV�2��0LQN� H�

Hayden White��LQ�³3DUDGLJPL´�����������S������
19  *��6WUDZVRQ��Against Narrativity��LQ�³5DWLR´������������S����
20  /��+XQW��op. cit.��S�������,Q�DPELWR�LWDOLDQR�G¶2UVL�ULSUHQGH�TXHVWD�SRVL]LRQH��

$��G¶2UVL��3LFFROR�PDQXDOH�GL�VWRULRJUD¿D��%��0RQGDGRUL��0LODQR�������S�����Ai 

nostri giorni, con minor enfasi ma con una fede più limitata nel valore della storia, 

qualcuno ha asserito che la storia è una necessità sociale, nel senso, cioè, che non 

esiste società che possa progredire senza una conoscenza della propria storia. Più 

precisamente: non esiste società riconoscibile come tale, non esiste una comunità 

LQ�JUDGR�GL�DXWRLGHQWL¿FDUVL��VH�ULQXQFLD�DOOD�SURSULD�PHPRULD��VH�QRQ�SRVVLHGH�H�
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1RQ�WXWWL� L�FRQWHPSRUDQHL�FRQGLYLGRQR�WDOH� WHVL�VHFRQGR�FXL� LQ�
TXDQWR�HVVHUL�XPDQL��LQ�TXDQWR�JUXSSL�DEELDPR�ELVRJQR�GL�XQD�QDU-
UD]LRQH��7UD�FRORUR�FKH�OD�QHJDQR�YL�VRQR�VLFXUDPHQWH�3LHUUH�%RU-
GLHX�H�*DOHQ�6WUDZVRQ��FLWDWL�D�ORUR�YROWD�FRPH�PRGHOOL�QHJDWLYL�VSH-
FLDOPHQWH� GDL�PLFURVWRULFL� FKH� VL� RFFXSDQR�GL� ELRJUD¿H�GL� VLQJROL�
SHUVRQDJJL21��$OFXQL�SRVVRQR�ULFRQRVFHUH�QHOOD�QDUUD]LRQH�VROR�XQ�
GLVFRUVR�FRQ�XQD�VWUXWWXUD�IRUPDOH�GHO�WLSR�this happened then that 
o this was the situation, then that occurred��FRPH�PHUD�FRQWUDSSRVL-
]LRQH�DOOD�VSLHJD]LRQH�FDXVDOH��

�*OL�DXWRUL�GHO�SDUDGLJPD�GHL�Global Middle Ages�VHPEUDQR�UL-
SUHQGHUH� O¶XVR�GL�/\QQ�+XQW�� ,O� ORUR�PRGHOOR� VL�SURSRQH�GL� UHWUR-
GDWDUH� O¶DSSURFFLR� GHOOD�global history�� FRPXQHPHQWH� ULIHULWR� DOOD�
WDUGD�HWj�PRGHUQD�H�FRQWHPSRUDQHD��DO�PLOOHQQLR�FKH�LQWHUFRUUH�WUD�
LO�����H�LO�������8QD�VLPLOH�WUDWWD]LRQH�ULVXOWD�LQVROLWD�SHU�XQD�VHULH�
GL�UDJLRQL��GD�XQ�ODWR�SHU�LO�WLPRUH�GL�DSSOLFDUH�VX�VFDOD�JOREDOH�XQD�
SHULRGL]]D]LRQH� OHJDWD� DOOH� VROH� YLFHQGH� HXURSHH�� GRSR� OH� FULWLFKH�
mosse dai post-colonial studies��GDOO¶DOWUR�ODWR��H�LQ�PDJJLRU�PLVXUD��
SHU�OD�GL൶FROWj�GL�DVVLPLODUH�XQ�SHULRGR�LQWULQVHFDPHQWH�DOWHUQDWL-
YR�DOOD�PRGHUQLWj�QHOOD�QDUUD]LRQH�WHOHRORJLFD�HG�HXURFHQWULFD�GHOOD�
JUDQ�SDUWH�GHJOL�VWRULFL�JOREDOL��3HU�TXHVWL�XOWLPL�LO�SURFHVVR�GL�YDVWH�
DUHH�GHO�PRQGR�YHUVR� OD�PRGHUQLWj�JOREDOL]]DWD� VDUHEEH�XQD� FRQ-
VHJXHQ]D�GHL�FDPELDPHQWL�DYYHQXWL� LQ�(XURSD�VROR�D�SDUWLUH�GDOOD�

conserva nel suo seno l’attività volta all’esercizio della propria storia. Se la storia 

è per la comunità l’equivalente della memoria per l’individuo, allora non occorre 

uno sforzo troppo grande per rendersi conto che la storia è indispensabile.

21  3��/DQDUR��D�FXUD���Microstoria: a venticinque anni da L’eredità immateria-

le��)UDQFR�$QJHOL��0LODQR�������S������Ho l’impressione che, nonostante la moda 

ELRJUD¿FD��LO�YHFFKLR�SURJHWWR�GL�GLYHUVL¿FDUH�LO�SDVVDWR��R�OD�YLWD�WRXW�FRXUW��FRQ-

WLQXL�D�VHGXUUH��'LYHUVDPHQWH�GD�XQ�WHPSR��DGHVVR�YLHQH�JLXVWL¿FDWR�FRQ�DUJRPHQ-

tazioni nuove, più insinuanti. Non si parla più di principio di causalità o di criteri 

GL�VFLHQWL¿FLWj��FRPH�IDFHYDQR�/DPSUHFKW�R�6LPLDQG��PD�GL�QDUUD]LRQH��&IU��DQFKH��
5��3R]]L��*��7XUL��*��3LJQDWHOOL��/��3DVVHULQL��/D�ELRJUD¿D��XQ�JHQHUH�VWRULRJUD¿FR�
in trasformazione�� ,QWHUYHQWL�D�FXUD�GL�&ULVWLQD�&DVVLQD�H�)UDQFHVFR�7UDQLHOOR�� LQ�
³&RQWHPSRUDQHD��5LYLVWD�GL�VWRULD�GHOO¶����H�GHO�µ���´�����������SS����������
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SULPD�HWj�PRGHUQD��FRQ�XQ�SDUWLFRODUH�ULJXDUGR�YHUVR�LO�SURJUHVVLYR�
LQFUHPHQWR�GL�VFDPEL�WUDQVQD]LRQDOL�GL�PHUFL�

*Lj�6HEDVWLDQ�&RQUDG22�UL¿XWDYD�XQ�DFFRVWDPHQWR�WURSSR�WHOHROR-
JLFR�GHOOD�VWRULD�LQFHQWUDWR�VXOOH�VROH�GLQDPLFKH�GHO�ÀXVVR�GL�EHQL23��
ULPDUFDQGR�FRPH�WDOH�DSSURFFLR�global�QHOOD�QDUUD]LRQH�GHJOL�HYHQWL�
QRQ�GRYUHEEH� OLPLWDUVL�DG�DYHUH�XQD�VFDOD�SODQHWDULD� LQFHQWUDWD�VX�
IHQRPHQL�GL�FRQQHVVLRQH�H�VFDPELR�VHFRQGR� LO�SDUDGLJPD�SURSULR�
DQFKH�GHOOD�world history��PD�GRYUHEEH�VHPPDL�ULÀHWWHUH�IRUPH�GL�
LQWHJUD]LRQH� JOREDOH� LQ� JUDGR� GL�PRGHOODUH� LQ�PRGR� SURIRQGR� JOL�
DWWRUL�VRFLDOL��7UD�TXHVWH�YL�VRQR�OH�LQWHUD]LRQL�VRFLDOL��OH�DVSHWWDWLYH�
H�JOL�LQWHUURJDWLYL�GHOOH�SHUVRQH�FKH�YLYHYDQR�LQ�TXHVWL�SHULRGL�SHU�
UHQGHUH�FRQWR�GHO�ORUR�SUHVHQWH��D�FXL�VL�ULIDQQR�DQFKH�OH�GXH�GRFHQWL�
GL�2[IRUG�H�%LUPLQJKDP�FKH�FUHGRQR�QHOOD�QHFHVVLWj�GL�LQWHUURJDUH�
SL��DWWRUL�VRFLDOL�PXRYHQGRVL�VX�XQ�FDPSR�SL��YDVWR�H�ÀXLGR��

/D�VWRULD�JOREDOH�QRQ�q�TXLQGL�VROR�XQ�RJJHWWR�GL�VWXGLR��PD�DQ-
FKH�XQ�SDUDGLJPD�PHGLDQWH� LO�TXDOH�QDUUDUH� OD� VWRULD� UL¿XWDQGR�GL�
FUHDUH�XQ�GLVFRUVR�IRFDOL]]DWR�VX�XQ�VROR�DJHQWH�FKLXVR�WUD�YLFHQGH�
SROLWLFKH�H�EHOOLFKH��,Q�TXHVWR�VHQVR�QRQ�q�WDQWR�FHQWUDOH�XQD�FRSHU-
WXUD�LOOLPLWDWD�GHO�FDPSR�GL�DQDOLVL��TXDQWR�O¶DFFHQWR�FKH�YLHQH�SRVWR�
su ZULWLQJ�D�KLVWRU\�RI�GHPDUFDWHG��L�H���QRQ�³JOREDO´��VSDFHV��EXW�
with an awareness of global connections and structural conditions. 

0DQ\�UHFHQW�VWXGLHV�FRQVLGHUHG�EHQFKPDUNV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�GR�QRW�FRYHU�
more than two or three locations

24��,Q�TXHVWR�VHQVR�DPELHQWL�ULVWUHWWL��
FRPH�TXHOOR�PHGLWHUUDQHR��SRVVRQR�GLYHQLUH�FDPSL�FRHUHQWL�GL�XQD�

22  6��&RQUDG��:KDW�LV�JOREDO�KLVWRU\"��3ULQFHWRQ�8QLYHUVLW\�SUHVV��3ULQFHWRQ��
2[IRUG������

23  /¶DFFXVD�q�SHUDOWUR�PROWR�FRPXQH�VLD�QHJOL�DPELHQWL�DFFDGHPLFL�VWDWXQLWHQVL�
VLD�LQ�TXHOOL�HXURSHL��&IU��*��/HYL��L’histoire totale contre la Global History: l’hi-

storiographie avant et après la chute du mur de Berlin��LQ�Les actes de colloques 

GX�PXVpH�GX�TXDL�%UDQO\�-DFTXHV�&KLUDF��������PLV�HQ�OLJQH�OH����QRYHPEUH�������
FRQVXOWp�OH����QRYHPEUH�������KWWS���MRXUQDOV�RSHQHGLWLRQ�RUJ�DFWHVEUDQO\�����H�5��
'UD\WRQ��'��0RWDGHO��Discussion: The futures of global history��LQ�³-RXUQDO�RI�*OR-
EDO�+LVWRU\´������������SS�������

24  6��&RQUDG��op. cit.��S�����
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QDUUD]LRQH�VHPSUH�IRFDOL]]DWD�VXJOL�DJHQWL�FXOWXUDOL�H�VRFLDOL��ROWUH�
FKH�HFRQRPLFL25��

Federico II, lo spazio europeo e il mito della tolleranza

1HOO¶DSSURIRQGLUH�TXDQWR�GHWWR��SDVVDQGR�GXQTXH�GD�XQ�SL��JH-
QHUDOH� LPSLDQWR� WHRULFR� DOOD� VXD� DSSOLFD]LRQH� SUDWLFD�� SXz� HVVHUH�
VHQ]¶DOWUR�G¶DLXWR�DQDOL]]DUH�XQ�VLQJROR�FDVR��FRPH�TXHOOR�GL�)HGHUL-
FR�,,�GL�6YHYLD��H�OD�SURGX]LRQH�FKH�OR�ULJXDUGD��WDQWR�FRHYD�TXDQWR�
FRQWHPSRUDQHD��1HOOR�VSHFL¿FR��O¶HVHPSLR�q�VWDWR�VFHOWR�VXOOD�EDVH�
GL�DOFXQL�FULWHUL��RYYHUR�O¶LQVHULUVL�GL�SDUWH�GHL�WHUULWRUL�JRYHUQDWL�GDO�
VRYUDQR�LQ�XQD�SL��DPSLD�UHWH�JHRSROLWLFD��FRPPHUFLDOH�H�FXOWXUDOH��
OD�SUHFRFH�FUHD]LRQH�GL�XQ�PLWR�RULHQWDOLVWLFR�LQWRUQR�DOOD�VXD�¿JXUD��
XQD�VRYUDEERQGDQWH�SURGX]LRQH�VFLHQWL¿FD�GL�YDULR�VHJQR�FKH�OR�UL-
JXDUGD��9D�VRWWROLQHDWR�FKH�OD�QDWXUD�GHO�SUHVHQWH�ODYRUR�QRQ�PLUD�DG�
DJJLXQJHUH�HOHPHQWL�LQHGLWL�DOO¶D൵UHVFR�IHGHULFLDQR��TXDQWR�SLXWWR-
VWR�D�SUHVHQWDUH�XQD�VHULH�GL�SUREOHPL�QRWL�DOOD�OHWWHUDWXUD�VFLHQWL¿FD�
PD�DOTXDQWR�GLVSHUVL�� LQGDJDQGROL�DWWUDYHUVR� O¶RWWLFD�PHWRGRORJLFD�
DSSHQD�SUHVHQWDWD�

*OL�VWRULFL�FKH�VL�LQWHUHVVDQR�DOOD�¿JXUD�H�DOOD�VWRULD�GL�)HGHULFR�,,�
VL�LPEDWWRQR�LQ�GXH�SUREOHPL�SULQFLSDOL��GD�XQ�ODWR�VRQR�SURSHQVL�D�
VFHJOLHUH�XQ¶HVSRVL]LRQH�GL�WLSR�ELRJUD¿FR��QRQ�VHPSUH�SHUz�ULFRQR-
VFLXWD�FRPH�DWWLQHQWH�DOOD�GLVFLSOLQD�VWRULFD26��GDOO¶DOWUR�ODWR�VL�WURYD-
QR�LPEULJOLDWL�LQ�PRGDOLWj�GL�GHOLPLWD]LRQH�GHOO¶LQWUHFFLR��LO�IDPRVR�
emplotment�WDQWR�FDUR�D�/RXLV�2��0LQN�H�+D\GHQ�:KLWH��VRSUDWWXWWR�
D�OLYHOOR�VSD]LDOH��FKH�WDOYROWD�OLPLWD�IRUWHPHQWH�OD�SRVVLELOLWj�GL�LQ-
GDJDUH�LO�WLSR�VWRULFR�LQ�HVDPH��LQ�TXHVWR�FDVR�LO�IDPRVR�puer Apuliae 
o stupor mundi, SHU�VHUYLUH�XQ�GLVHJQR�PHWDVWRULFR�GL�GLYHUVD�QDWXUD��

/D�WUDWWD]LRQH�FKH�YLHQH�SURSRVWD�GD�'DYLG�$EXOD¿D�GHOO¶LPSH-
UDWRUH�q�HPEOHPDWLFD�FRQ�ULIHULPHQWR�D�TXHVW¶XOWLPR�ULJXDUGR��'RSR�

25  '��$EXOD¿D��Mediterranean history as global history��LQ�³+LVWRU\�DQG�7KH-
RU\´������������SS����������

26� �5��3R]]L��*��7XUL��*��3LJQDWHOOL��/��3DVVHULQL��op. cit.
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DYHU�GHGLFDWR�FHQWLQDLD�GL�SDJLQH�DOOD�ELRJUD¿D�FKH�OR�KD�UHVR�FHOH-
EUH��SRFKLVVLPH�ULJKH�GHOOH�YLFHQGH�IHGHULFLDQH�VRQR�R൵HUWH�DO�OHWWR-
UH�FKH�YXROH�FRQRVFHUH�OD�VWRULD�GHO�JUDQGH�PDUH�H�GHL�VXRL�OLWRUDOL�

Un cambiamento traumatico si ebbe anche in Sicilia, dove Federico 

,,�ULSRUWz� LQ�YLWD��UDৼRU]DQGROR�� LO�VLVWHPD�GL�JRYHUQR�QRUPDQQR��
WUD�OH�VXH�LQL]LDWLYH�YL�IX�OD�ULFRVWUX]LRQH�GHOOD�ÀRWWD�VLFLOLDQD��FKH�
nel 1235 inviò contro la città nordafricana di Gerba. Quando il 

papato osteggiò la sua triplice potestà su Germania, Sicilia e parti 

GHOO¶,WDOLD� VHWWHQWULRQDOH�� )HGHULFR� VL� DYYDOVH� GHOOD� VXD� ÀRWWD� SHU�
catturare, nel 1241, un’intera delegazione di vescovi che a bordo di 

navi genovesi si stavano recando a Roma per presenziare un conci-

lio papale … Se le aspre lotte tra quest’ultimo e il papato non rien-

trano in senso stretto nella storia mediterranea, gli anni successivi 

DOOD�PRUWH�GHO�VRYUDQR��������HEEHUR�QRWHYROL�ULSHUFXVVLRQL�VX�WXWWR�
il grande mare.

27

&RPH�VSLHJDUH�XQD�OLPLWD]LRQH�GHO�YDORUH�VWRULFR�GHOO¶LPSHUDWRUH�
DO�VROR�FRQÀLWWR�FRO�SDSDWR��VXERUGLQDQGR�LO�YDORUH�GHJOL�DOWUL�DWWRUL�
FRHYL"�3HUFKp�VFHJOLHUH�XQD�QDUUD]LRQH�FKH�YLHQH�D� IRUPDUH�TXDVL�
GXH�EORFFKL�GLVWLQWL��XQR�UDSSUHVHQWDWR�GDO�PRQGR�PHGLWHUUDQHR�VH-
JQDWR� GDOOD� connectivity� H� XQR�� LWDOR�JHUPDQLFR� FKH�� VHPEUHUHEEH�
VXJJHULUH�O¶DXWRUH��KD�VHJXLWR�XQ�FDPPLQR�GLYHUVR��IDWWR�GL�VFRQWUL�
WUD�¿OR�LPSHULDOL�H�¿OR�SDSDOL"�&KH�GL൵HUHQ]D�F¶q�WUD�OD�SUHVHQWD]LR-
QH�GHOO¶LQQXPHUHYROH�VHULH�GL�SHUVRQDJJL�VHFRQGDUL��ULVSHWWR�D�)HGH-
ULFR�,,�H�DL�GXH�SDSL�FRQWHPSRUDQHL��PRWRUL�GHOOD�ELRJUD¿D�DEXOD¿D-
QD��H�DOO¶HJXDOH�VSD]LR�GHGLFDWR�D�)HGHULFR��6LOYHVWUR�,,�H�$O�.DPLO�
QHO�YROXPH�GHOOR�VWRULFR�HJL]LDQR�$KPHG�<RXVVHI28? 

5REHUWR�%HQLJQR�LQ�XQ�DSSDVVLRQDQWH�FDSLWROR�GHGLFDWR�DOOD�FR-
VWUX]LRQH�GHO�FRQFHWWR�GL�0HGLWHUUDQHR�QHOOH�VFLHQ]H�VRFLDOL� ULOHYD�
QHOOD�WUDWWD]LRQH�DEXOD¿DQD��FRVu�YLFLQD�DL�FULVPL�GHOOD�global history��

27� �'��$EXOD¿D��Il Grande Mare. Storia del Mediterraneo��0RQGDGRUL��0LODQR�
������S������

28� �$��<RXVVHI��Sylvestre II, le pape de l’an mille qui aimait Allah. De Cordoue 

au Vatican, mille ans de malentendus��'HUY\��3DULV������
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VXOOD�VFLD�GL�TXHOOD�GL�+RUGHQ�H�3XUFHOO��XQ¶LQÀXHQ]D�SRVWPRGHUQD29��
,O�WHVWR�GHOOR�VWRULFR�HJL]LDQR�GHO�������DO�FRQWUDULR��QRQ�GLVVLPXOD�
XQ�WHQWDWLYR�GL�ULDYYLFLQDUH�L�GHVWLQL�GL�2FFLGHQWH�H�2ULHQWH��ULYLWD-
OL]]DQGR�LO�SURJHWWR�FDUR�D�1LFRODV�6DUNR]\��GL�XQLUH�LO�0HGLWHUUDQHR��
FUHDQGR�XQD�QDUUD]LRQH�D൵DVFLQDQWH��PD�FKH�SUHWHQGH�GL�DVVXUJHUH�
DOOR�VWDWR�GL�PHPRULD��LQ�PRGR�DQWLWHWLFR�DOOH�SURGX]LRQL�SL��UHFHQWL�
GHJOL�VWRULFL�JOREDOL��

,Q�TXDOH�RUL]]RQWH�GXQTXH�FROORFDUH�OD�¿JXUD�GL�)HGHULFR�,,"�6R-
YUDQR� GHO� 6DFUR�5RPDQR� ,PSHUR�� LQFDUQD]LRQH� TXLQGL� GL� XQR� GHL�
GXH�PDVVLPL�SRWHUL�GHOOR�VSD]LR�PHGLHYDOH�HXURSHR��IX�DO�FRQWHPSR�
DQFKH�5H�GL�6LFLOLD��XQD�UHDOWj�EHQ�SL��UHFHQWH�H�ÀXLGDPHQWH�FRQQR-
WDWD�VLD�SHU�OH�RULJLQL�GHL�VXRL�VXGGLWL�FKH�SHU�OH�UHOD]LRQL�LQ�FXL�HUD�
LQVHULWD�

la doppia eredità dei Cesari germanici e dei principi italo-norman-

ni aveva portato alla creazione in lui di uno dei più complessi per-

sonaggi della storia, l’ultimo dei potentati dell’alto Medioevo per 

i suoi sogni di monarchia universale, il primo uomo del Rinasci-

mento per la sua curiosità di spirito e la sua concezione tutta laica 

dello Stato.
30

4XHVWD�GXSOLFLWj��XQLWDPHQWH�DOOH�DWWHVH�FXL�DQGz�LQFRQWUR�VLQ�GD�
SULPD�GHOOD� VXD� QDVFLWD�� FRQWULEXu� DOOD� FUHD]LRQH� VLQFURQLFD� H� GLD-
FURQLFD�GL�XQD�VSHVVD�FROWUH�PLWLFD�DWWRUQR�DOOD�VXD�¿JXUD��FDSDFH�GL�
FRQGL]LRQDUH�OD�VWRULRJUD¿D�SHU�VHFROL��6H�LQIDWWL�il mito e la storia 

sono anche due espressioni contigue della stessa realtà: l’uno con-

29� � 5�� %HQLJQR��Parole nel tempo. Un lessico per pensare la storia��9LHOOD��
5RPD�������S�������È stato notato che questo Mediterraneo creatore di scambi, 

FRQWUDVWL� H� FRQWDWWL� �PHGLXP� FKH� UHVLVWH� DOO¶RPRJHQHLWj�� DOO¶RUGLQH�� DO� FRQWUROOR�
VRFLDOH���TXHVWR�0HGLWHUUDQHR�SHQVDWR�FRPH�XQ�.XOWXUUDXP��XQR�VSD]LR�SULYR�GL�
FHQWUR��H�FKH�WDOYROWD�WURYD�OD�SDUROD�PDJLFD�QHOOD�FRQQHFWLYLW\��OD�FRQQHWWLYLWj�WUD�
SRSROL�FLWWj�H�FXOWXUH��VL�DWWDJOLD�EHQH�D�XQ�PRRG��XQ�XPRUH�SRVWPRGHUQR�FKH�WHQGH�
a rigettare gerarchie convenzionali, il prevalere di un «alto» che ordina il basso, di 

un «prima» che spiega il «poi»�
30  5��*URXVVHW��L’epopea delle crociate��,VWLWXWR�JHRJUD¿FR�'H�$JRVWLQL��1RYD-

UD�������SS�����������HG��RULJ��/¶eSRSpH�GHV�FURLVDGHV��3ORQ��3DULV�������
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diziona l’altra, e viceversa; l’uno ci fa comprendere meglio l’altra, 

e viceversa
31��L�GXH�SLDQL�ULVXOWDQR�TXDVL�LQVFLQGLELOL�SHU�LO�VRYUDQR�

VYHYR��6X�TXHVWR�DVSHWWR��RYYHUR� VXOOD�GHFRGL¿FD�GHOO¶DXUD�PLWLFD�
FKH�FLUFRQGD�)HGHULFR�,,��OD�ELEOLRJUD¿D�SL��UHFHQWH�KD�SL��YROWH�LQ-
VLVWLWR�FRQ�DUWLFROL�H�PRQRJUD¿H��VRSUDWWXWWR�LQ�DPELWR�LWDOLDQR��1HOOR�
VSHFL¿FR�� VL� IDFFLD� ULIHULPHQWR�DOO¶DSSHQD�FLWDWR�YROXPH�GL�)XOYLR�
'HOOH�'RQQH�GHO������H�DO�GL�SRFR�SUHFHGHQWH�WHVWR�GL�0DUFR�%UDQGR�
Lo strano caso di Federico II di Svevia. Un mito medievale nella 

cultura di massa
32

 ��������HQWUDPEL�JOL�DXWRUL�VRQR�ULWRUQDWL�VXO�WHPD�
DQFKH�QHO�������LO�SULPR�FRQ�XQD�PRQRJUD¿D�GHGLFDWD�DOOD�FXOWXUD�
SUHVVR�OD�FRUWH�VYHYD33��LO�VHFRQGR�FRQ�XQD�ULHGL]LRQH�±�DPSOLDWD�H�
DUULFFKLWD�GD�XQD�QXRYD�SUHID]LRQH�H�SRVWID]LRQH�D�FXUD�GL�*LXVHSSH�
6HUJL� H�7RPPDVR� GL�&DUSHJQD�)DOFRQLHUL�� FKH� VL� DJJLXQJRQR� DOOH�
SUHFHGHQWL�GL�5D൵DHOH�/LFLQLR�H�)UDQFR�&DUGLQL�±�GDO�WLWROR�L’impe-

ratore nel suo labirinto. Usi, abusi e riusi del mito di Federico II di 

Svevia��0HULWD� VHQ]¶DOWUR�XQD�PHQ]LRQH�DQFKH� LO� ODYRUR�GL�+XEHUW�
+RXEHQ�±�GRFHQWH�SURSULR�QHOOD�3XJOLD�GRYH�LO�PLWR�IHGHULFLDQR�UL-
VXOWD�SL��YLYR�H�UDGLFDWR�QHOOD�FXOWXUD�ORFDOH34�±�QRQ�D�FDVR�LQWLWR-
lato Federico II. Imperatore, uomo, mito��DJJLRUQDWR�SHU�OD�VHFRQ-
GD�HGL]LRQH�GHO�����35��PD�JLj�HGLWR�QHO�������QHOOR�VWHVVR�DQQR�DO�
SXEEOLFR� LWDOLDQR� IX�R൵HUWD� DQFKH� OD� WUDGX]LRQH�GL�TXHOOR� FKH�SXz�
FRQVLGHUDUVL�FRPH�XQR�GHL�SUR¿OL�ELRJUD¿FL�SL��FRPSOHWL�H�PLVXUD-
WL�� IUXWWR� GHOOR� VWRULFR� WHGHVFR�:ROIJDQJ�6W�UQHU36�� DQWLFLSDWR� VROR�

31  )��'HOOH�'RQQH��Federico II: la condanna della memoria. Metamorfosi di un 

mito��9LHOOD��5RPD�������S�����
32� �0��%UDQGR��Lo strano caso di Federico II di Svevia. Un mito medievale nella 

cultura di massa��3DORPDU��%DUL������
33  )��'HOOH�'RQQH��La porta del sapere. Cultura alla corte di Federico II di 

Svevia��&DURFFL��5RPD������
34� �&IU��)��'HOOH�'RQQH��Federico II: la condanna della memoria�«�FLW���SS��

���������0��%UDQGR��L’imperatore nel suo labirinto, 7HVVHUH�� )LUHQ]H� ������ SS��
���������������

35  +��+RXEHQ��Federico II. Imperatore, uomo, mito��LO�0XOLQR��%RORJQD������
36  :��6W�UQHU��Federico II e l’apogeo dell’impero��6DOHUQR�(GLWULFH��5RPD������

�HG��RULJ��:LVVHQVFKDIWOLFKH�%XFKJHVHOOVFKDIW��'DUPVWDGW������������
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TXDOFKH� DQQR� SULPD� GD� XQD�PRQRJUD¿D� GL�0DULDWHUHVD� )XPDJDOOL�
%HRQLR�%URFFKLHUL37��4XHVWD�¿WWD�VHULH�GL�SXEEOLFD]LRQL�KD�DFFROWR�
JOL�VWLPROL�SURYHQLHQWL�GD�XQD�ULFFD�DJHQGD�GL�FRQYHJQL�±�VRSUDWWXWWR�
D�SDUWLUH�GDOOD�VWDJLRQH�GL�VWXGL�DSHUWD�GDOO¶RWWDYR�FHQWHQDULR�GHOOD�
QDVFLWD�GL�)HGHULFR���������XQLWDPHQWH�DOOD�SXEEOLFD]LRQH�QHO������
FRQ�OD�SXEEOLFD]LRQH�GHOO¶Enciclopedia federiciana�±�XQL¿FDQGRQH�
LQ�SDUWH�L�FRQWULEXWL�FKH��SHU�ORUR�VWHVVD�QDWXUD��VRQR�GD�FRQVLGHUDUVL�
FRPH�ULYROL�WUD�ORUR�DQFKH�GLVWDQWL�GHOOD�ULFHUFD�VWRULFD38��

'RSR�TXHVWR�UDSLGR�D൵UHVFR�VXOOR�VWDWR�GHJOL�VWXGL�LQ�,WDOLD��H�VROR�
LQ�UHOD]LRQH�DO�UDSSRUWR�WUD�OR�6YHYR�H�OD�VXD�WUDV¿JXUD]LRQH�PLWLFD��
q�RSSRUWXQR�FRQFHQWUDUH�O¶DWWHQ]LRQH�VX�XQ�VROR�DVSHWWR�GL�TXHVW¶XO-
WLPD��RYYHUR�LO�PLWR�LPSHUQLDWR�VXO�UDSSRUWR�WUD�)HGHULFR�,,�H�FXOWX-
re altre��%DVWL�SHQVDUH� LQIDWWL� DOOD� IDPD�GHOO¶LPSHUDWRUH�� tollerante 
VRYUDQR�GL�XQ�UHJQR�PXOWLHWQLFR�H�SOXULUHOLJLRVR��DSHUWR�DO�GLDORJR�
FRPH�DSSDUH�QHOOD�VXD�FURFLDWD�SDFL¿FD�DO�SXQWR�GD�HVVHUH�FRQVLGH-
UDWR�¿ORLVODPLFR��R�DGGLULWWXUD�VHJUHWDPHQWH�PXVXOPDQR���SROLJORWWD�
LQWHUHVVDWR�DOOD�VFLHQ]D�H�DOOD�¿ORVR¿D�DUDED��DPDQWH�GL�DQLPDOL�HVR-
WLFL�H�GL�WHFQLFKH�GL�FDFFLD�GL�PDWULFH�RULHQWDOH��6HEEHQH�WDOL�DVSHWWL�
VLDQR�VWDWL�QHOO¶XOWLPR�TXDUWR�GL�VHFROR�SRVWL�DO�YDJOLR�GDJOL�VWXGLRVL��
H�LQ�SDUWLFRODU�PRGR�GD�TXHOOL�UDSLGDPHQWH�FLWDWL�QHO�SDUDJUDIR�SUH-
FHGHQWH��TXHVWH�LGHH�FRQWLQXDQR�D�SHUPHDUH�O¶LPPDJLQDULR�FROOHWWLYR�
H�XQ�FHUWR�WLSR�GL�SURGX]LRQH��

,O�QRVWUR�VFRSR�GLYLHQH�TXLQGL�QRQ�WDQWR�TXHOOR�GL�VR൵HUPDUFL�VXO-
OD�GHFRVWUX]LRQH�GL�RJQL�VLQJROR�HOHPHQWR��TXDQWR�SLXWWRVWR�TXHOOR�GL�
FRPSUHQGHUH�FRPH�H�SHUFKp�TXHVWL�RULHQWDPHQWL�VLDQR�VRUWL�H�VL�VLDQR�
PDQWHQXWL�FRVu�IRUWL��6ROR�LQ�SDUWH�LQIDWWL�FLz�q�GRYXWR�DOOD�VXDGHQWH�
SURVD�GL�(UQVW�.DQWRURZLF]�QHO�VXR�Federico II imperatore��WXWW¶RUD�
FDSDFH�FRQ�DOFXQL�SDVVDJJL�GL�ULVXFFKLDUH�LQ�XQD�3DOHUPR�GD�Mille e 

una notte�DQFKH�LO�SL��DFFRUWR�GHJOL�VWXGLRVL�±�FKH�JOL�UHVWDQR�LQ�XQD�
FHUWD�PLVXUD�GHELWRUL�� LQ�TXDQWR�QRQ�q�SRVVLELOH�FRQVLGHUDUH�OD�VXD�

37  0W��)XPDJDOOL�%HRQLR�%URFFKLHUL��Federico II. Ragione e fortuna��/DWHU]D��
%DUL������

38� �3HU�XQD�SDQRUDPLFD�GL�TXDQWR�GHWWR��FIU��)��'HOOH�'RQQH��La porta del sapere 
«�FLW���S������
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RSHUD�XQ�PHUR�URPDQ]R��FRPH�SXUH�q�VWDWR�VXJJHULWR39�±�D�TXDVL�FHQ-
WR�DQQL�GDOOD�VXD�SULPD�HGL]LRQH40��H�QRQRVWDQWH�O¶DPSLR�XWLOL]]R�FKH�
GHOOD�¿JXUD�LPSHULDOH�IHFH�VXR�PDOJUDGR�O¶LGHRORJLD�QD]LVWD41��1RQ�
ELVRJQD�LQIDWWL�GLPHQWLFDUH�FRPH�OR�VWXGLRVR�GL�3R]QDQ�DYHVVH�FRPH�
RELHWWLYR�SULPDULR�TXHOOR�GL�WUDFFLDUH�XQD�ELRJUD¿D��SHU�FXL�QHOOD�VXD�
QDUUD]LRQH�� FKH� VLQ� GDOOH� SULPH�SDJLQH� KD� D� FXRUH� GL� LQWURGXUUH� LO�
OHWWRUH�QHOO¶LPPDJLQDULR�GHJOL�XRPLQL�GHL�VHFROL�;,,�;,,,�

l’idea di auctoritas�LPSHULDOH�«�QRQ�VL�ODVFLD�HVDXULUH�QHOOH�GH¿QL-
zioni del diritto costituzionale ed ecclesiastico, ma conserva residui 

di irrazionalità, accessibili solo ad una analisi che tenga conto di 

quell’elemento carismatico, irriducibilmente individuale.
42

6H�.DQWRURZLF]�QRQ�DYHYD�SHUVR�RFFDVLRQH�SHU�VRWWROLQHDUH�JOL�
HVLWL�IHFRQGL�GHOO¶LQFRQWUR�GL�FXOWXUH�GLYHUVH�SUHVVR�OD�FRUWH�IHGHUL-
FLDQD��JLj�GD�TXDOFKH�DQQR�LQ�,WDOLD43�YHQLYD�PDWXUDQGR�O¶LGHD�GL�XQ�
)HGHULFR�,,�LQ�FXL�

39� �&IU��'��$EXOD¿D��Friedericus Rex et Imperator: dal mito alla realtà��LQ�Mez-

zogiorno – Federico II – Mezzogiorno��$WWL�GHO�&RQYHJQR�,QWHUQD]LRQDOH�GL�6WXGLR�
SURPRVVR� GDOO¶,VWLWXWR� ,QWHUQD]LRQDOH� GL� 6WXGL� )HGHULFLDQL�� &RQVLJOLR� 1D]LRQDOH�
GHOOH�5LFHUFKH��3RWHQ]D�$YLJOLDQR�&DVWHO�/DJRSHVROH�0HO¿��������RWWREUH�������D�
FXUD�GL�&�'��)RQVHFD��5RPD�������SS���������

40� �(��.DQWRURZLF]��Kaiser Friedrich der Zweite, Georg Bondi, *HRUJ�%RQGL��
%HUOLQR 1927.

41  6XL�UDSSRUWL�WUD�.DQWRURZLF]��OD�VXD�RSHUD�H�LO�7HU]R�5HLFK�VL�YHGD�LQ�SDU-
WLFRODUH�5��'HOOH�'RQQH, Kantorowicz e la sua opera su Federico II nella ricerca 

moderna��LQ�$��(VFK�H�1��.DPS��D�FXUD���Federico II. Convegno dell’Istituto storico 

germanico di Roma nell’VIII centenario della nascita��0D[�1LHPD\HU��7�ELQJHQ�
������SS���������LQ�SDUW��SS���������

42  
Ibidem��S�����

43� �9��%LDQFKL, Archeologia di un mito: Federico II fra storia virtuale e realtà 

materiale��LQ�L’eredità di Federico II dalla storia al mito, dalla Puglia al Tirolo – 

Das erbe Friedrichs II. Von der Geschichte zum Mythos, von Apulien bis Tirol��LQ�)��
'HOOH�'RQQH��$��3DJOLDUGLQL��(��3HUQD��0��6LOOHU��)��9LRODQWH��D�FXUD���Atti del Con-

vegno Internazionale / Internationales Symposium �,QQVEUXFN�±�6WDPV�±�6FKORVV�
7LURO��������DSULOH��������$GGD��%DUL�������SS�����������LQ�SDUW��SS�����������QHOOD�
VWRULRJUD¿D�SXJOLHVH�GHJOL�DQQL�7UHQWD��)HGHULFR�,,�HUD�YLVWR�FRPH�OD�SHUVRQL¿FD-
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VL�ULÀHWWRQR�WXWWH�OH�FRUUHQWL�GHOO¶HSRFD�GL�WUDQVL]LRQH�H�WUDVIRUPD-

zione in cui vive, in quanto raccoglitore dell’eredità latina e pro-

motore della nuova poesia volgare, erede di due importanti quanto 

diverse stirpi – Hohenstaufen ed Altavilla – e forgiato dai contatti 

con la cultura greca ed araba al punto da essere giudicato «il primo 

orientalista».
44

)X�SHUz�LQ�SDUWLFRODU�PRGR�D�SDUWLUH�GD�5HQp�*URXVVHW�FKH�O¶LVOD-
PR¿OLD�GL�)HGHULFR�±�IDWWD�ULVDOLUH�DO�VXR�DQWLSDSLVPR�H�VRSUDWWXWWR�LQ�
UHOD]LRQH�DOOD�VXD�FURFLDWD�±�GLYHQQH�WUDWWR�LPPHGLDWDPHQWH�ULFRQR-
VFLELOH�GHOOD�VXD�SHUVRQDOLWj45��O¶LGHD�VL�ULYHOz�HVVHUH�SDUWLFRODUPHQWH�
IHUWLOH�¿QR�DQFRUD�DOOH�VRJOLH�GHO�;;,�VHFROR��&RPH�DFXWDPHQWH�HYL-
GHQ]LDWR�GD�9LRODQWH46��LQ�TXHVWR�VROFR�VL�FROORFD�LQIDWWL�DQFKH�3LHUUH�
*XLFKDUG� FKH� QHO� QRWLVVLPR Dizionario dell’Occidente medievale 
FXUDWR�GDOOD�FRSSLD�/H�*R൵�6FKPLWW��SDUOD�DSHUWDPHQWH�GL�)HGHUL-
FR�,,�FRPH�GL�XQ�VRYUDQR�¿ORDUDER��¿ORLVODPLFR�H�SHUVLQR�WROOHUDQ-
te47��FRVu�FRPH�SXUH�VFULYH�QHOOD�Storia d’Europa XVFLWD�SHU�(LQDX-
GL�TXDOFKH�DQQR�SULPD48��3UHQGHQGR�OH�PRVVH�GD�WDOL�VXJJHVWLRQL�H�

]LRQH�GHO�VXR�FRPSRVLWR�SRSROR��FURJLXROR�GL�JHQWL�GLYHUVH�SHU�OD�QDWXUD�VWHVVD�GHO�
WHUULWRULR�DSHUWR�VXO�PDUH��FRQ�OH�FDUDWWHULVWLFKH�GL�VXSHUXRPR�VROLWDULR��HFFH]LRQDOH�
SHU�OD�VXD�HSRFD��LQFRPSUHVR�GDO�VXR�WHPSR��Ê�EHQH�VRWWROLQHDUH�FKH�TXHVWR�WLSR�GL�
PLWL]]D]LRQH�IX�DQWHULRUH�DOO¶DOOHDQ]D� LWDOR�WHGHVFD��VROR�GRSR� OD� IRUPDOL]]D]LRQH�
GHOO¶Asse Roma-Berlino QHO�������LO�VRYUDQR�VYHYR�IX�ULWHQXWR�LO�SL��DGDWWR�D�SURSD-
JDQGDUH�O¶XQLRQH�GHOOH�GXH�SRWHQ]H�

44  $�6��/XFLDQL��Il Sultano di Lucera,�LQ�³-DSLJLD´�����������S������
45� �&IU��5��*URXVVHW��+LVWRLUH�GHV�FURLVDGHV�HW�GX�UR\DXPH� IUDQF�GH�-pUXVDO-

em, ��YROO���3ORQ��3DULV����������LQ�SDUW��YRO��,,,��SS�����������3HU�XQD�SDQRUDPLFD�
VWRULRJUD¿FD�SL��DPSLD�VXOO¶DUJRPHQWR��FIU��)��9LRODQWH� Federico II, la “crociata 

SDFL¿FD´�H�LO�PLWR�GHOOD�WROOHUDQ]D��LQ�L’eredità di Federico II dalla storia al mito 

…FLW���SS���������LQ�SDUW��SS��������
46  )��9LRODQWH��)HGHULFR�,,��OD�³FURFLDWD�SDFL¿FD´�«�FLW���SS��������
47� �3��*XLFKDUG��,VOƗP��LQ�Dizionario dell’Occidente medievale��-��/H�*R൵��-��&��

6FKPLWW��D�FXUD���(LQDXGL��7RULQR�������HG��RU��Dictionnaire raisonné de l’Occident 

médiévale��)D\DUG��3DULV�������SS�����������&RQ�TXHVWD�LPPDJLQH�PDO�VL�DGGLFH�OD�
VHJUHJD]LRQH�GL�PXVXOPDQL�HG�HEUHL��FKH�GDO������IXURQR�REEOLJDWL�D�SRUWDUH�VHJQL�
GLVWLQWLYL��FIU��5��'HOOH�'RQQH��La porta del sapere�«�FLW���S������

48  3��*XLFKDG��/¶,VOƗP�H�O¶(XURSD� LQ�Storia d’Europa��,,,��Il Medioevo. Secoli 
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SRUWDQGROH�DOO¶HVWUHPR��SXz�HVVHUH�LQWHUHVVDQWH�JXDUGDUH�DOO¶LQÀXVVR�
FKH�HVVH�KDQQR�DYXWR�LQ�DOFXQH�UHDOWj�SL��VSHFL¿FKH��GRYH�TXHVWLRQL�
LGHQWLWDULH�H�R�LGHRORJLFKH�KDQQR�IDYRULWR�DSSURFFL�DQDFURQLVWLFL�DOOD�
¿JXUD�GHOO¶LPSHUDWRUH��

8Q�HVHPSLR�HPEOHPDWLFR�SXz�HVVHUH�IRUQLWR�GDOO¶LVWLWX]LRQH�GHO�
Premio Internazionale Federico II per la Pace�SURSULR�LQ�QRPH�GHOOD�
SUHVXQWD�WROOHUDQ]D�ante litteram GHOOR�6WDXIHQ��RUJDQL]]DWR�GDO�&R-
PXQH�GL�$QGULD�D�SDUWLUH�GDO�������FRQ�LO�SDWURFLQLR�GHO�0LQLVWHUR�
SHU�L�%HQL�H�OH�$WWLYLWj�&XOWXUDOL��GHOOD�6RYULQWHQGHQ]D�SHU�L�%HQL�$U-
FKLWHWWRQLFL�H�SHU�LO�3DHVDJJLR�3XJOLD��GHOOD�5HJLRQH�3XJOLD��GHOO¶$V-
VRFLD]LRQH�&LWWj�H�6LWL� ,WDOLDQL�8QHVFR��GHOO¶8QLYHUVLWj�GHJOL�6WXGL�
GL�%DUL��GHL�&RPXQL�GL�$VVLVL�H�GL�$OEHUREHOOR�H�GHO�&RRUGLQDPHQWR�
&LWWDGLQR�SHU�OD�3DFH�$QGULD��FKH��QRQRVWDQWH�XQD�OHWWHUD�¿UPDWD�GD�
5D൵DOH�/LFLQLR��9LWWRULR�3HVFH�'HO¿QR��7RPPDVR�)LRUH�H�5D൵DHOOD�
)UDQFR��DSSDUVD�VXO�&RUULHUH�GHO�0H]]RJLRUQR�LO����PDJJLR������H�OH�
FULWLFKH�GHO�JLRUQDOLVWD�0DUFR�%UDQGR49��KD�FRQWLQXDWR�D�HVLVWHUH�¿QR�
DOOD�9�HGL]LRQH�QHO�����50��3HU�FLz�FKH�FRQFHUQH�LQYHFH�JOL�VWXGLRVL�
GHO�PRQGR�DUDER��DQFKH�QHL�FRQIURQWL�GL�)HGHULFR�,,�SXz�YDOHUH�TXDQ-
WR�HVSUHVVR�GD�&DUROH�+LOOHQEUDQG�SHU�LQTXDGUDUH��SL��JHQHUDOPHQWH��
OD� VWRULRJUD¿D�QRYHFHQWHVFD�DUDED� VXOOH�FURFLDWH�� ,Q�SDUWLFRODUH�� OD�
VWXGLRVD�EULWDQQLFD�QRWD�FRPH�TXHVWD�VL�GLYLGD�HVVHQ]LDOPHQWH�LQ�GXH�
¿ORQL��LO�SULPR�SROHPLFR��PRUDOHJJLDQWH�H�FRQ�XQ¶HVSOLFLWD�DJHQGD�
SROLWLFD��LO�VHFRQGR�LQYHFH�IRUWHPHQWH�DQFRUDWR�DL�ODYRUL�GL�VWXGLRVL�
HXURSHL��FRQ�XQ�DSSURFFLR�RFFLGHQWDOH�DO�SUREOHPD��VHQ]D�DOFXQ�XVR�
GL�TXHOOH�IRQWL�DUDEH�DQFRUD�SRFR�VIUXWWDWH��&Lz�SRUWD�DO�SDUDGRVVR�GL�
come 

precisely those historians whose native language is Arabic have 

done very little indeed to provide a properly documented coun-

9�;9��*��2UWDOOL��D�FXUD���(LQDXGL��7RULQR�������SS����������
49� �&IU��0��%UDQGR��L’imperatore nel suo labirinto�«�FLW���SS�����������,O�ULIH-

ULPHQWR�HUD�JLj�SUHVHQWH�QHO�YROXPH�GHO�������Lo strano caso di Federico II�«�FLW��
50� � KWWSV���ZZZ�FRPXQH�DQGULD�EW�LW�Y�HGL]LRQH�SUHPLR�LQWHUQD]LRQDOH�IHGHUL-

FR�LL�SHU�OD�SDFH���XOWLPR�DFFHVVR��DSULOH�������
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terweight, based on Arabic materials, of the accounts of the Crusa-

des produced by modern historians of the medieval West.
51

1HO�VROFR�GHOOD�SULPR�¿ORQH�WUDWWHJJLDWR�GDOOD�VWXGLRVD�SRVVRQR�
LQVHULUVL�DOFXQL�DXWRUL�PXVXOPDQL�FKH�WXWWRUD�ULWHQJRQR�FRQYLQFHQWH�
O¶LSRWHVL�GL�XQD�VHJUHWD�H�GLVVLPXODWD�IHGH� LVODPLFD�GL�)HGHULFR�,,��
FRQ�XQ¶RSHUD]LRQH�LGHRORJLFD�GL�GLFKLDUDWD�FRQWUDSSRVL]LRQH�DL� to-

day’s opinionated and querulous Muslims, especially those of Arab 

lineage�FKH�GRYUHEEHUR�ULFRUGDUVL�GHOOD�serenity and cheerfulness of 

their ancestors, who in those days succeeded in making Islam and 

Muslims so attractive��VRSUDWWXWWR� in contrast to our present situa-

tion
52��1RQ�D�FDVR��OD�GUDPPDWLFLWj�GHOOD�UHSUHVVLRQH�GHL�PXVXOPDQL�

LQ�6LFLOLD�YLHQH�GHO�WXWWR�DSSLDWWLWD��D�SDUWLUH�GDO�OLQJXDJJLR�VHFRQGR�
cui “bands of brigands” of Muslim origin YHQJRQR�SDFL¿HG�JUD]LH�
DOO¶XVR�GHOOD�IRU]D�PLOLWDUH�H�pardoned��OR�VWHVVR�HYHQWR�GHOOD�GHSRU-
WD]LRQH�LQ�3XJOLD�q�GHO�WXWWR�DVVHQWH��VRVWLWXLWR�GDOO¶D൵HUPD]LRQH�GL�
FRPH�GXQTXH the former rebels became his most loyal vassals, and 

he soon recruited even his bodyguards from their ranks
53��

$�TXHVWR�SXQWR��YLHQH�VSRQWDQHR�FKLHGHUVL��FRPH�VL�q�DUULYDWL�D�
WXWWR�FLz"�4XDOL�VRQR�L�SUHVXSSRVWL�VWRULFL�H�PHWRGRORJLFL�GLHWUR�TXH-
VWH� LQWHUSUHWD]LRQL"�3HU�FHUFDUH�GL�ULVSRQGHUH�D�TXHVWH�GRPDQGH��q�
RSSRUWXQR�SDVVDUH�DO�YDJOLR�OH�WLSRORJLH�GL�IRQWL�±�SL��R�PHQR�FRHYH�
DOO¶LPSHUDWRUH�±�H�O¶XVR�FKH�QHL�VHFROL�QH�q�VWDWR�IDWWR�GD�SDUWH�GHOOD�
VWRULRJUD¿D��

/H� IRQWL� FKH� ULJXDUGDQR� )HGHULFR� ,,� H� L� WHPL� DSSHQD� D൵URQWDWL�
VRQR� VWDWH� VHPSUH�YLVWH� FRPH�HVVHQ]LDOPHQWH�GL�GXH�SURYHQLHQ]H��
FULVWLDQH��RFFLGHQWDOL��H�PXVXOPDQH��0HQWUH�OH�SULPH�VRQR�VWDWH�SR-

51  &�� +LOOHQEUDQG�� The Crusades: Islamic Perspectives�� 3V\FKRORJ\� 3UHVV��
1HZ�<RUN�������SS������

52  6�(��6SRKU��D�FXUD���Editor’s introduction��LQ�A muslim on the throne of the 

Holy Roman Empire: the story of Frederick II of Hohenstaufen. A Collection of 

(VVD\V�DERXW�D�OLWWOH�NQRZQ�SDUW�RI�(XURSHDQ�+LVWRU\��SUHOLPLQDU\�HGLWLRQ�RI�HVVD\V�
RQH�DQG�WZR���6SRKU�3XEOLVKHUV��/\PSLD�������S����

53� �6�5��/XOOXV��Frederick the Greatest of Hohenstaufen, Sultan of the Occident��
LQ�6�(��6SRKU��D�FXUD���A muslim on the throne of the Holy Roman … FLW���S�����
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VWH�FULWLFDPHQWH�DO�YDJOLR�H�VXGGLYLVH�LQ�¿ORSDSDOL�H�¿ORLPSHULDOL��OH�
VHFRQGH�VRQR�VWDWH��¿QR�D�XQD�TXLQGLFLQD�GL�DQQL�ID��LQGDJDWH�FRPH�
XQ�EORFFR�XQLFR�H�XQLWDULR��SULYDWH�GL�XQ¶HVLVWHQ]D�SURSULD�SHUFKp�
VHPSUH�VWXGLDWH�VROR�SHU�VX൵UDJDUH�OH�LGHH�RU�GL�TXHVWR�RU�GL�TXHOO¶DO-
WUR� VFULYHQWH� ODWLQR�� GXQTXH� FRQ� XQ� DSSLDWWLPHQWR� WRWDOH� GHOOD� JD-
ODVVLD�LVODPLFD�H�GHOOH�GLQDPLFKH�FKH�DOO¶LQWHUQR�GL�HVVD�OH�DYHYDQR�
SURGRWWH��'LIDWWL��

agli occhi degli storici moderni, le fonti arabe e latine esercitano un 

eccezionale fascino perché si presentano contemporaneamente, de-

purate dal contesto per cui e in cui sono state scritte, e, indipendenti 

come sembrano, sono spesso citate a supporto le une dalle altre, 

FRPH�SURYH�SL��H৽FDFL�H�QRQ�PDQLSRODWH��D�IRUPDUH�XQ¶LPPDJLQH�
coerente della “tolleranza” di Federico.

54

6L�FDSLVFH�FRPH�� LQ� WDOH�FRQWHVWR��XQ� WHU]R�H� LQWHUHVVDQWH�±�PD�
DQFRUD�SRFR�LQGDJDWR�±�LQVLHPH�GL�IRQWL�VLD�VWDWR�D�OXQJR�WUDODVFLDWR�
GDJOL�VWXGL��VL�WUDWWD�LQIDWWL�GL�VFULWWL�Vu�GL�PDWULFH�FULVWLDQD��LQ�SDUWL-
FRODUH�VFDPEL�HSLVWRODUL�FRQ�LO�SDSD���PD�RULHQWDOL��FKH�IXRULHVFRQR�
GDOOD�GLFRWRPLD�DSSHQD�SUHVHQWDWD��PXRYHQGR�SLXWWRVWR�GD� UDJLRQL�
SUDJPDWLFKH�GL�FRQWUROOR�GHO�WHUULWRULR55��7RUQDQGR�DOOD�ELSDUWL]LRQH�

54� �)��9LRODQWH��)HGHULFR�,,��OD�³FURFLDWD�SDFL¿FD´�«�FLW���SS��������
55� �8Q�HVHPSLR�q�IRUQLWR�GD�XQD�OHWWHUD�LQGLUL]]DWD�GDO�SDWULDUFD�1LFROD�G¶$OHV-

VDQGULD��QDWR�DQWH����PDU]R������±�PRUWR�QHO�������D�SDSD�2QRULR�,,,�QHO�������
GRYH�YHQLYD�ULFKLHVWR�O¶LQWHUYHQWR�PLOLWDUH�SHU�OLEHUDUH�L�FULVWLDQL�G¶(JLWWR��q�LQWHUHV-
VDQWH�VRWWROLQHDUH�FRPH�OD�OHWWHUD��FRQVHUYDWD�LQ�XQ�UHJLVWUR�SDSDOH��PD�FRQ�XQ�SUR-
EDELOH�RULJLQDOH�DUDER��IRUQLVFD�FRQVLJOL�VWUDWHJLFL�VXL�SXQWL�GD�DWWDFFDUH�H�VLD�VFULWWD�
DQFKH� LQ�QRPH�GHL�PXVXOPDQL� UHJQDQWL� SULPD�GL�6DOGLQR�� RYYHUR� L�)DWLPLGL��8Q�
DSSURFFLR�XJXDOPHQWH�FRQFUHWR�VL�UDYYLVD�LQ�DOFXQH�ULVSRVWH�GL�SULQFLSL�JHRUJLDQL�D�
OHWWHUH�SDSDOL��SHU�HVVHUH�LQIRUPDWL�FRQ�SUHFLVLRQH�GHOOD�GDWD�GL�DUULYR�GHOO¶LPSHUDWR-
UH��PHQWUH�XQ¶LPPDJLQH�PHQR�VWHUHRWLSDWD�GL�)HGHULFR�VL�UDYYLVD�QHOOD�FURQDFKLVWLFD�
VLULDFD��&IU��'��:HOWHFNH��Emperor Frederick II, «Sultan of Lucera», «Friend of 

the Muslims», Promoter of Cultural Transfer: Controversies and Suggestions�� LQ�
-��)HXFKWHU��)��+R൵PDQ��%��<XQ��D�FXUD���Cultural transfers in dispute: representa-

tions in Asia, Europe and the Arab World since the Middle Ages��&DPSXV�9HUODJ��
)UDQNIXUW�������(LJHQH�XQG�IUHPGH�:HOWHQ�������SS����������LQ�SDUW��SS���������
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SL��WUDGL]LRQDOH�GHOOH�IRQWL�IHGHULFLDQH��OD�GLVWRUVLRQH�SURVSHWWLFD�q�
VWDWD�GRYXWD�DO�PDQFDWR�ULFRQRVFLPHQWR�GHOO¶HVLVWHQ]D�GL�GXH�SDUWLWL�
FRQWUDSSRVWL�DQFKH�QHO�PRQGR�DUDER��RYYHUR�TXHOOR�GHJOL�$\\XELGL�
G¶(JLWWR� H� TXHOOR� GHJOL�$\\XELGL� GL�'DPDVFR�� /D� SURSDJDQGD� GHL�
SULPL�� VRVWHQLWRUL�GL�DO�.ƗPLO�� WHQGHYD�D� VRWWROLQHDUH�JOL�DVSHWWL�GL�
DSHUWXUD�GHO�VRYUDQR�RFFLGHQWDOH�H� OD�VXD�DUJX]LD��IDFHQGR�SDVVDUH�
LQ�VHFRQGR�SLDQR�OD�FRQVHJQD�GL�*HUXVDOHPPH�D�XQ�LQIHGHOH��TXHO-
OD�GHL�VHFRQGL�HVDVSHUDYD�TXHVWL�DVSHWWL��GLSLQJHQGR�)HGHULFR�FRPH�
XQ�XRPR�WDOPHQWH�LQD൶GDELOH�GD�UL¿XWDUH�SHUVLQR�OD�SURSULD�UHOLJLR-
QH��O¶LQWHUD�RSHUD]LRQH�GHO�VXOWDQR�HUD�LQIDWWL�YLVWD�FRPH�XQ�YHUR�H�
SURSULR�WUDGLPHQWR�GHOO¶,VOƗP��,Q�JHQHUDOH��OH�IRQWL�GL�HQWUDPEL�JOL�
DPELHQWL� VL�SUHVWDQR�D�XQD� OHWWXUD� VLQRWWLFD�FRQ� OH� IRQWL�¿ORSDSDOL��
FRVD�FKH�KD�DYXWR�XQ�UXROR�GL�SULPR�SLDQR�QHOOD�FRVWUX]LRQH�GHOO¶LP-
PDJLQH�GL�XQ�VRYUDQR�DSHUWR�D�WDO�SXQWR�YHUVR�OD�UHOLJLRQH�DOWUXL�GD�
HVVHUH�GH¿QLWR�¿ORLVODPLFR��%DVWL�SHQVDUH�DOO¶DQHGGRWLFD�UHODWLYD�DO�
VRJJLRUQR�GHOO¶LPSHUDWRUH�D�*HUXVDOHPPH�H�D�TXHOOD�VRUWD�DWWRUQR�
DOOH�WUDWWDWLYH�FRQ�DO�.ƗPLO��LQ�XQ�QRWLVVLPR�HSLVRGLR�OR�6YHYR�ULP-
SURYHUDYD� OD�VFHOWD�GHO� VXOWDQR�GL�DYHU�YLHWDWR�JOL�DSSHOOL�DOOD�SUH-
JKLHUD�GHL�PXH]]LQ�D�FDXVD�GHOOD�VXD�SUHVHQ]D��LQ�XQ�DOWUR�VL�UDFFRQWD�
GL� FRPH� DEELD� LQL]LDWR� OD� VXD�YLVLWD� DOOD� FLWWj� VDQWD� VFDFFLDQGR�XQ�
SUHWH�TXHVWXDQWH�GDO�VDQWXDULR�PXVXOPDQR�GHOOD�5RFFLD56��*HVWL�GL�
TXHVWR� WLSR�DUULYDURQR�GD�XQ� ODWR�D�HVVHUH� LQWHUSUHWDWL�FRPH�VHJQR�
WDQJLELOH�GHO�PDWHULDOLVPR�GL�)HGHULFR�che del Cristianesimo si fa-

ceva un semplice gioco
57��GDOO¶DOWUR�VRVWHQQHUR��FRQ�OD�ORUR�SUHWHVD�

YHULGLFLWj��O¶D]LRQH�SROLWLFD�GHO�VXOWDQR��/D�FHVVLRQH�GL�*HUXVDOHPPH�
VHJXLWD�DO�WUDWWDWR�GL�*LD൵D�QRQ�IX�LQIDWWL�XQD�VFHOWD�Qp�DSSUH]]DWD�Qp�
FRQGLYLVD�QHO�PRQGR�PXVXOPDQR��GD�TXL�OD�YRORQWj�GL�addomestica-

re�LO�VRYUDQR�VWUDQLHUR��UHQGHQGROR�GD�GRPLQDWRUH�LQIHGHOH�DG�amico 

56� �4XHVWL�HSLVRGL��FLWDWL�FRQ�HVWUHPD�IUHTXHQ]D�QHOO¶DPELWR�GHJOL�VWXGL�IHGHUL-
FLDQL��LQ�TXHVWD�VHGH�VRQR�ULSUHVL�GD�)��*DEULHOL��Federico II e il mondo dell’Islam, LQ 

Nel segno di Federico II. Unità politica e pluralità culturale del Mezzogiorno��$WWL�
GHO�9�&RQYHJQR�,QWHUQD]LRQDOH�GL�6WXGL�GHOOD�)RQGD]LRQH�1DSROL�1RYDQWDQRYH��1D-
SROL����VHWWHPEUH�±����RWWREUH�������1DSROL�������SS�����������LQ�SDUW��SS�����������

57  Ibidem��S������
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dei musulmani��'D�UDVVLFXUDUH�HUDQR� in primis� L�VXGGLWL��PD�VHQ]D�
GXEELR�YL�HUD�OD�QHFHVVLWj�GL�FRQWUDSSRUUH�XQD�QDUUD]LRQH�GLYHUVD�D�
TXHOOD�SURSDJDQGDWD�GDOOD�FRUWH�$\\XELGH�GL�'DPDVFR�� VHSSXU�DV-
VHGLDWD�LQ�TXHO�PRPHQWR�SURSULR�GD�DO�.ƗPLO��1HOOR�VWHVVR�VROFR�VL�
FROORFDQR�DQFKH�OH�SDUROH�GL�,EQ�:ƗৢLO�LQ�PHULWR�DOO¶HQWLWj�GHOO¶RSH-
UD]LRQH��ULGRWWD�GDOOD�FRQVHJQD�GL�XQR�GHL�OXRJKL�SL��VDFUL�GHOOH�UHOL-
JLRQL�DEUDPLWLFKH�DOOD�FHVVLRQH�GL�VROH�FKLHVH�H�FDVH�LQ�URYLQD58��1RQ�
VRUSUHQGH�GXQTXH�OD�SUHVHQ]D�GL�rumores JLj�LQ�WHPSR�DQWLFR�VXOOD�
SUHVXQWD�SDUHQWHOD�WUD�)HGHULFR�H�LO�VXOWDQR��GL�FXL�VDUHEEH�VWDWR�]LR��
FRVu�FRPH�TXHOOL�VXOOD�VHJUHWD�IHGH�LVODPLFD�GHOOR�6WDXIHQ59��DUULYDWL�
±�FRPH�VL�q�YLVWR�±�¿QR�DL�JLRUQL�QRVWUL�

$�TXHVWR�JHQHULFR�D൵UHVFR�VXOO¶LPPDJLQH�GL�LPSHUDWRUH�tolleran-

te��PD�VDUHEEH�PHJOLR�GLUH��IRUVH��ULVSHWWRVR�H�SUXGHQWH�LQ�VHQVR�OD-
WLQR���FRQWULEXu�VLFXUDPHQWH�LO�VLQFHUR�LQWHUHVVH�GL�)HGHULFR�YHUVR�OD�
VFLHQ]D��VRSUDWWXWWR�DUDED��2OWUH�DOOD�SUHVHQ]D�GL�LQWHOOHWWXDOL�DUDEL�HG�
HEUHL�D�FRUWH60��ELVRJQD�WHQHUH�LQ�FRQVLGHUD]LRQH��SHU�OD�FRVWUX]LRQH�
GHOO¶LPPDJLQH�GL�imperatore a suo agio tra uomini di genio arabi, 

greci, ebrei e latini, disinvolto nel mettere in discussione i dogmi dei 

vari credi monoteistici e nel penetrare i segreti dell’universo insie-

me a scienziati iconoclasti
61��DQFKH�GHO�FRHYR�LPPDJLQDULR�RULHQWD-

OLVWLFR�FKH�FRQFRUVH�D�IRUJLDUOD��'LIDWWL��VHEEHQH�OD�FRQVROLGDWD� LQ-
WHUSUHWD]LRQH� RULHQWDOLVWLFD� GHOOR� 6WDXIHQ� VLD� IUXWWR� VRSUDWWXWWR� GHO�
VHFROR�;,;62��DQFKH�LO�0HGLRHYR�had its own form of Orientalism, 

58� �&IU��)��9LRODQWH��Federico II e la crociata�«�FLW���SS��������
59� �&IU��6��/HGHU��Der Kaiser als Freund der Muslime�� LQ�0��)DQVD��D�FXUD���

.DLVHU�)ULHGULFK� ,,�� �������������:HOW�XQG�.XOWXU�GHV�0LWWHOPHHUUDXPV��%HJOHL-
tband zur Sonderausstellung im Landesmuseum für Natur und Mensch��2OGHQEXUJ�
	�0DLP�YRQ�=DEHUQ��0DQ]�DP�5HLQ�������S������Q������8��DQG�0�&��/\RQV��D�FXUD�, 
$\\XELGV�� 0DPOXNHV� DQG� &UXVDGHUV�� 6HOHFWLRQV� IWRP� WKH� 7ƗUƯNK� DO�'XZDO� ZDµO�
0XOǌN�RI�,EQ�DO�)XUƗW�� ,�,,��KLVW�� LQWURG��E\�6�&��5LOH\�6PLWK��+HOIHU��&DPEULGJH�
������S�����

60� �6HEEHQH�ULGLPHQVLRQDWD��ULVSHWWR�DL�UHJQL�GHL�SUHFHGHQWL�VRYUDQL�QRUPDQQL��
LQ�'��$EXOD¿D��Federico II�«�FLW���SS����������

61  Ibidem��S������
62� �,Q�SDUWLFRODU�PRGR�VL�ID�ULIHULPHQWR�DOO¶DUHD�WHGHVFD��QHOO¶DUFR�FURQRORJLFR�

FKH�SDUWH�GD�1RYDOLV�H�FKH�FXOPLQD�FRQ�.DQWRURZLF]��&IU��'��:HOWHFNH� Emperor 
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even before the Crusades, and it expressed it in the combination 

of horror and fascination with the fabulous races of the world
63: la 

VWHVVD�FRVWUX]LRQH�GHOO¶2ULHQWH�QHOO¶(XURSD�PHGLHYDOH�WUDHYD�OD�VXD�
OLQID�GD�XQD�WUDGL]LRQH�EHQ�FRQVROLGDWD�JLj�GDOOD�¿ORVR¿D�H�OHWWHUD-
tura greca FXL�DQGDYD�DG�DJJLXQJHUVL�O¶LGHD�GHOO¶HVW�FRPH�FXOOD�GHO�
VDSHUH�RULJLQDULR�

$O�WHUPLQH�GL�TXHVWD�HVSRVL]LRQH�q�XWLOH�ULSUHQGHUQH�L�SXQWL�VDOLHQ-
WL�LQ�PRGR�GD�DYYLDUVL�YHUVR�XQD�FRQFOXVLRQH��,Q�incipit VL�q�SRVWXOD-
WD��VXOOD�EDVH�GL�XVL�ULFRUUHQWL�DQFKH�VH�GLYHUVL�GL�QDUUD]LRQH�VWRULFD��
OD�VXD�SHUWLQHQ]D�QHO�GLVYHODPHQWR�GL�VWUDWHJLH�FRPXQLFDWLYH�DWWH�D�
GL൵RQGHUH�XQD�SDUWLFRODUH�ULFRVWUX]LRQH�VWRULFD��6L�q�DOWUHVu�LQVLVWLWR�
VXOOD�GL൶FROWj��LQ�HSRFKH�D�QRL�SL��ORQWDQH��GL�GLVWLQJXHUH�WUD�PLWR�H�
VWRULD��ROWUH�OD�FODVVLFD�GH¿QL]LRQH�GHOO¶XVR�GL�IDWWL�UHDOPHQWH�DFFDGX-
WL�GD�SDUWH�GHOOD�VHFRQGD��,Q�TXHVW¶RWWLFD�VL�q�ULFRVWUXLWD�GD�XQ�ODWR�OD�
VWRULRJUD¿D�SL��UHFHQWH�VXOO¶LPSHUDWRUH�VYHYR��GDOO¶DOWUR�ODWR�VL�VRQR�
ULFKLDPDWH�OH�IRQWL�FKH�KDQQR�LQGLUL]]DWR�YHUVR�FHUWH�FRQFOXVLRQL��VR-
SUDWWXWWR�Q�PHULWR�DOOD�TXHVWLRQH�GHOOD�WROOHUDQ]D�GL�)HGHULFR�,,�YHUVR�
le culture altre��7DOH�TXHVWLRQH�q�DSSDUVD�ULÀHWWHUH�LQ�PRGR�SDUWLFR-
ODUPHQWH�HYLGHQWH�OD�FRQWUDSSRVL]LRQH��FRVu�GL൵XVD�QHO�SXEEOLFR�JH-
QHUDOLVWD��WUD�0HGLRHYR�UDSSUHVHQWDWR�H�QDUUDWR�FRPH�HSRFD�R�GL�OXFH�
R�GL�EXLR��LQ�RWWLFD�GL�DQWLFLSD]LRQH�R�FRQWLQXLWj�RG�RSSRVL]LRQH�FRQ�
XQ¶DOWUHWWDQWR�DSULRULVWLFDPHQWH�GH¿QLWD�PRGHUQLWj��8Q�JUDQGH�OLPL-
WH�GHOO¶DSSURFFLR�DO�problema Federico II�q�GRYXWR�LQ�SDUWH�SURSULR�
DOOD�WHQGHQ]D�D�SRUUH�OR�6WDXIHQ�FRPH�SHUQR�GHOOH�IRQWL�FKH�QH�SDUOD-
QR��¿QHQGR�SHU�JLXVWDSSRUOH�VHQ]D�IDUOH�GLDORJDUH�GDYYHUR��LQ�TXDQWR�
�¿QR�D�WHPSL�UHFHQWL��OD�FHQWUDOLWj�GL�)HGHULFR�KD�RVFXUDWR�L�FRQWHVWL�
QHL�TXDOL�±�H�OH�UDJLRQL�SHU�OH�TXDOL�±�HVVH�VL�VYLOXSSDURQR��/D�WUD-
VSRVL]LRQH�GL�TXHVWD�SULPD]LD�VXO�SLDQR�QDUUDWLYR��ELRJUD¿FR��GHJOL�
VWRULFL�FKH�KDQQR�YROXWR�SUHVHQWDUQH�OD�¿JXUD�YHUL¿FDQGRQH�OD�SUH-
VXQWD�DWWHQGLELOLWj�VWRULFD�KD�ULODQFLDWR�XQ�PLWR�PDL�VRSLWR��HVWUHPL]-
]DQGR�SRVL]LRQL�SUHJUHVVH�H�FUHDQGR�YLVLRQL�IRUWL�H�XQL¿FDQWL��FRPH�

Federick II�«�FLW���SS��������
63� �-�0��*UDLQ��Medievalism and Orientalism. Three essays on literature, ar-

chitecture and cultural identity��3DOJUDYH�0DFPLOODQ��1HZ�<RUN�������SS��������
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TXHOOD�GL�.DQWRURZLF]�H�GL�$KPHG�<RXVVHI��8QD�QDUUD]LRQH�LQ�RWWLFD�
di global history�SXz�R൵ULUH�XQD�FRUQLFH�VWRULRJUD¿FD�H�FRQFHWWXDOH�
XWLOH�SHU�FRPSUHQGHUH�WXWWL�L� WHQWDWLYL��VYROWL�VRSUDWWXWWR�IXRUL�GDOOH�
XQLYHUVLWj�DQJORIRQH��GL�UHLQWURGXUUH�XQD�SOXUDOLWj�LQ�XQD�QDUUD]LRQH�
SUHYDOHQWHPHQWH�FHQWUDWD�VX�DVSHWWL�LVWLWX]LRQDOL��DQ]LFKp�HFRQRPLFL�
H�DWWHQWL�DOOD�FRVWUX]LRQH�GHOOH�LGHQWLWj�GHJOL�DJHQWL��/R�VSD]LR�GHOOD�
WUDWWD]LRQH�YHUUHEEH�GLODWDWR�� LQ�TXHVWR�FDVR�DOO¶DUHD�PHGLWHUUDQHD��
PD�QRQ�VROR��'XH�DUWLFROL�SRVVRQR�HVVHUH�HVHPSODUL�LQ�TXHVWR�VHQVR��
LO�SULPR��GL�0DULR�GHO�7UHSSR64�DQDOL]]D�OD�Constitutio super mas-

sariis e la Constitutio novorum portuum�QHOO¶RWWLFD�GHOOD�PDJJLRUH�
LQWHUQDOL]]D]LRQH�GHO�FRPPHUFLR�PHGLWHUUDQHR�GHO�VHFROR��LO�VHFRQ-
GR�� GL�+HDWKHU�'DOWRQ65�� q� FHQWUDWR� VXOO¶RULJLQH� GL� XQD� SDUWLFRODUH�
VSHFLH� GL� SDSSDJDOOR�� LO� Sulphur-crested Cockatoo�� UDSSUHVHQWDWR�
QHO�De Arte Venandi cum Avibus H�GRQDWR�DOO¶LPSHUDWRUH��1HO�SULPR�
O¶RSHUDWR�GL�)HGHULFR�,,�DVVXPH�YDORUH�LQ�UHOD]LRQH�D�TXHO�SURFHVVR�
VRPEDUWLDQR�GL� HPHUVLRQH�GHO�PRGHUQR�FDSLWDOLVPR�QHOO¶DUWH�GHOOD�
IXQ]LRQH�FRQWDELOH�GL൵XVDVL�QHO�;,,,�VHFROR��LO�VHFROR�GL�)LERQDFFL��
1HO�VHFRQGR�QRQ�HPHUJH�VRODPHQWH�OD�SUHVHQ]D��WUD�JOL�DOWUL�DQLPDOL�
HVRWLFL�SRVVHGXWL�GDOO¶LPSHUDWRUH��GL�XQ�SDSSDJDOOR��SURYHQLHQWH�DG-
GLULWWXUD�GDO�6XG�HVW�DVLDWLFR��JUD]LH�DOO¶LQWHUPHGLD]LRQH�GHO�VXOWDQR�
DUDER��PD�VL�GHOLQHD�DQFKH�OD�SRVVLELOLWj�GL�LQWHUURJDUVL�PDJJLRUPHQ-
WH�VXOOH�JUDQGL�DUHH�UHJLRQDOL�GL�FRPPHUFLR�H�VXOOD�FRVWUX]LRQH�GHOOD�
SHUFH]LRQH�GHOO¶2ULHQWH�� ,O�0HGLRHYR��D�SDWWR�GL� FRQVLGHUDUOR� VROR�
FRPH�XQD� FRUQLFH� WHPSRUDOH�GH¿QLWD� H�QRQ�EDVDWD� VXO� SUHJLXGL]LR�
FKH�JOL�HYHQWL�GHOOD�YHFFKLD�(XURSD�SRVVDQR�HVVHUH�FRPSUHVL�VROR�GD�
XQ¶RWWLFD�LQWHUQD��SXz�ODVFLDU�VSD]LR�D�QDUUD]LRQL�VHPSUH�SL��DPSLH�H�
QRQ�VHPSOL¿FDELOL�LQ�RSSRVL]LRQH�D�XQD�PRGHUQLWj�FRQVLGHUDWD�FRPH�
SXQWR�GL�DUULYR�WHOHRORJLFR�GHO�SHUFRUVR�VWRULFR�

64� �0��'HO�7UHSSR��Prospettive mediterranee della politica economica di Fe-

derico II�� LQ�$��(VFK� �D� FXUD���Friedrich II. Tagung des Deutschen Historischen 

Instituts in Rom im Gedenkjahr 1994��1��.DPS��7�ELQJHQ�������SS����������
65� �+��'DOWRQ��Frederick II of Hohenstaufen’s Australasian cockatoo: a symbol 

of detente between East and West and evidence of the Ayyubid Sultanate’s global 

reach� LQ�³3DUHUJRQ´������������SS��������


